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2 SBfcMON »Hf. 

Mtbc , text,— For without me, ye cai 
do nothing* — In the i ieh fchapter t 
the Romans, where /the manner . i 
explained i» whick a <ehw»ftian (land 
by faith,— there is a like illuftratioi 
made ufe o£, and probably with a 
eye to this, — where St. Paul in 
ftrufts us, — that a good man {land 
as the branch of a wild olive docs 
when it is grafted into d good oliv 
tree **— . a«d that is^— -ifi flourishes no 
through its own virtue, but in vitta 
itf the root,— and firch a root as i 
xtmitdMj sot ks own. 

It » very remarkable in that paf 

- ftge,— that the apoftle call* a bac 

man a wild olive tree ;— not bartl] 

a v bfahch, (as in the other cafe) Kti 

"tf tree, which having a root of & 



>Q 



*wk> %ppoh&. ! iticlf, 1md i fiends' In 

»itiJ(^^Wfi^*igt^ ^M 4>rings foSrife "itsr 

t; 6wh&uii.**&tsd{6* doss ev&y Bail 

%&ih iftxi8fy$ik>'i£ tfie wU3 aa<3 fctir 

*>tfhiit iof ; a v&Hdiis a'nid corrupt freart, 

nE^ActoriHng r<? the refenifeiance,~ 

r iF th# T ap6ftle- interacted it,~he is a 

itteej— has a root *>f his. own,— -aiicl 

'friiitfuliieirs, fuch as it isy : ivitkra 

|>ower t6 Jbririg it fofth wiehout h&p. 

feut in refpeft of fdigiovan^tfie 

"*npral improvements of viit^ue t^4 

^g&odnefs,^lhe apolile csiis'tf&, and 

reafon tells us, we are no more t£ian 

.'* branch* And all aur foiltfuineis,, 

i#nd all our rupporty— depend to 

vnnjch upon the influence ^and ctitti* 

j^unjj^iioaJi of iatitt,— t hit ^Vithqut 

$bfe ^ tgn do nothing— sp., ^ctotf 

B 2 



4 S£Jl,MpN XXW. 
Saviour, declares in the text. — There 
is fcarce any point in our religion 
wherein men have run into fuch 
violent extremes as in the fenfes given 
to this, and fuch like declarations in 
Scripture, — of our fufficiehcy being 
of God ; — lome underftanding them 
fo, as to leave no meaning at ill in 
them, j — others, — too much : — the 
one interpreting the gifts and influ- 
ences of the fpirit, fo as to deftroy 
the truth of all fuch promifes and 
declarations in the gofpel;— the' 
other carrying their notions of them 
fo high, as to deftroy the reafon of 
the gofpel itfelf, — and render the 
chriftian religion, which confifts of 

fober and confident do&ripes v — the 

. : . .-■•'.: ;v.ivir. 

mod intoxicated, — the mod yild 

"v ,<;; ^cof; 



arid unintelligible inftkuHon that evir 
was in the world/ 

This being premifed, I know not 
how I can more feafonably engage 
your attention this day, than by a 
ffiprt examination of each of thefe 
errors-,— in t doing which, as I (hall 
take feme pains to reduce both the 
extremes of them to reafon, — it will 
neceffarily lead me, at the fame time, 
to mark the fafe and true doftrine of 
our church, concerning the promifect 
influences and operations of the fpi* 
rk of God upon our hearts ; — which,, 
however depreciated through the firft 
miftake, — or boafted of beyond mea- 
fure through the fecond,— -muft 
jitverthelefs be fo limited and under- 
flood,— as, on one hand, to make 
B 3 



itfelf^andy on the ofchc^ tp, i fqal$$! , 
it confident with, reafon and ^on?9ij^ 
fenfe. • , w v M ;- -VW 

I| w# conlfder the ^n^^^pi 4 ^ 
^Ivatipns, wherein; 6\# * Satf ty*jfc 
tglh. his followers, b^fejfc hiicrtid* 
i*k>r\;— That, God vptiW'fehd hiy 
jTpixit die comfpr,t$r adKpi^k themy 
tp. ffipply, hi?, plac^. m jejieiif fteartsy' 

hgrir, : ifctey cpuid do *$$h jing :— i£ ^ 
ccJi^^c "'them. as. fpofcefr *p h js, <iift;ife 
pJ^^HH 1 aji imm«Jra|e vjCW. tb.tRfei 
cite^»% they ipi* un&r, frxmr 
ttfl^?ii^ftcr^ incapacities of finifci#|p 
t3^knat>:<rfk;he fyjid ]efothe,m, aA#> 
HtiiAfc^ upon tjut; krg^ fpund^^ 



dia&ry bfcfp.«fcd. gcfcknte wcwPffi 
ttoixi!'thtoughji^n« orwu caadi^tie** 
riw*r*Vtd*ittfcfcartd cenfiftifettori'whkfe' 
was after given of it* truck •,— as ottiM 
L»vd% dtfciples were illiterate, nwn, 
confequendy unflcilled in cbe arts and, 
acquired way* of perfusion.;-- Un- , 
ltefe this wane bad bepq fiflppliedi-- r.j 
thefiflft pbflapleto th^k I?boq^f muflr'- 
havedifeoi^r^d and put.afycpd to* ; 
them* for eper.-^As they jiad.no* 
language but their own, without the< 
gift of tongues; they could; J19? have: 
ptsache^ the gofpel except ity Jtydsa ;; 
-~apd as; they had no autfyority^qf; 
thWTfPWf-^-wixboutthe fupe^typ^ 
qfeG, of jfigns ;-f and ; wpnd^^th^y; 

bcgD^*h$r^ii^^ 
B 4 



8 . S SBtM OfO HBHIH • 

alt^ifjiujficipncy and pftfKf'Gfca&nc 
ing .. *f m rinnnediafcly •i&pjBj-tGfldijrerru 
his holy . fptrit, as hc-hadap«MBtfo^tni 
them, fo.it gave <he«i fl^BOtttkaoden 
wifdpTO;, w&ich : alt, th^fTtt ft^vttffin^ f £ 

extraordinary ^ifts, in jf^roojj^-^ 
ral fenfc of the. words, thej^ .^If^^ob 

P 1 W$#f l ¥ te P c * M e iW^^jii 
lar ^rfor* jyid time?,. wjwpn, X$$^ 



ant£4ifcut!Me«q 6f th^tpirft '6f 'Odd 1 ' 
in-our&8aYtfl9<f& itioral aM>viftu&ifl ■': 
i niyiuMMB qntgf—sriigfe, both inicteir - 
nafeotesrtaiso«eH as- intemions.^beiwg 
aiasgKbefriiRffljftnt from '*&? dflfcrs ; 
abovMthMrim conferfecl I5 i>An ,1 t*}?* 

wfeiSft adV&i£*a hiimah nature Shove 
hfe1^' 7 aha%fea r aft "iW ^o^te !i ' 
fp^gfatibW' tfielf fountain^'' &*:' '' 

biilf ^rf'rf' p& ^IcV^uS^ 

thi^^rfMH Ifith manner as l Wi" a 
imp^fultfe^foriiien not irifpired "and" 
prfc&itoa^Hipfeid.— In tn'e bihef 
c^m'mpi^olket .of were fteltP 
flaeBfc^MF^^s'tpifrf, wtfu&'wp-^ 



held ^mtd falling' bdow the^d^ 
nity of otfifyatuje :•—&# dfafint aflHK/ 
aace which gracioufly kegt us front*' 
falling, and enabled Us to perforttf" 
the, bpiy profusions of l^r$l jgiQOvt^. 
Thpugiuhefe arc equally QiikAfifci 
rimal gifts,— they 41$ ijqvm iaitfefts 
firft cafe, the entire works of the, fpj*. 
rit> — but. the calm co-operations qf jfc } 
wiihoiy own endeavours* apd areola 
dinariJy what every firjccre and HfeUn* 
difppfed , chriftian has rcafon to gmjL 
for, amj ex|>e<a froxp the fame founrix. 
t^ia pf ftrength,-*— who has promifedv 
tpgive, his holy fpirit to.themthalo 

*(k U.. ' • ■• tn. 

From this point, which is thetrtur 

dO#ritf£ of our church;— the 'twja ftttt^A 

tic« begin to divide b^h from it ^ad^ 



:iHlfbi«n4. ^wfting thejn tp *mVBS& 
'VWjIy^WWUS-rr „.>,.. . 

~^<*b$gii* with th£fi$* p£ wheip^ 
Jrcy^id you itiqu^e the explanation 
L^d^an-ingof t^iis or of otiwr tdxt^^ 
-^wbtfein 'the- ^ffiftaRQf tjf <5odV 
pfytif. arid htfly fpiri* ia implied a* 
jc*$ffj**y, to fyti&ify our naturti! a#& 
pilbte us to fenrc and pkafe Gd& ? \ 
-4THey will afrfwfcr,— That noftfctfbfr 
tji our parts and abjlifies are tW gifJ^ 
>/>G<^,— r who il the Qfigijwt amhfW- 
)/iaurnacu^-^rand 9 o£couteq«<&cey 
rf all chat belongs thereto.— yi^ 4#« 



ever, — fihee we muft 3 cfeperid iipSf 
him even for our life, artdfor-eSrei^ 
Inonient of its continua'nee.— T&afc 
from this view of our ftate and nig- 
ral dependence, it ik certain they will' 
fay* — We can do nothing without ti$? 
help.— But then they will add,-— ttf$ 
it concerns us no farther as cbrijtiktiiy 
than as we are men ; — the fan&ity <Sr 
our lives, the religious habits and 
improvements of our hearts, in ho 
other fenfe depending upon God, 
than. the moft indifferent of our ac- 
tions, or the natural exercife of any^ 
of the other powers he has given us/ 
—Agreeably with this, — that the fpi- 
ritual gifts fpoken of in Scripture, 
are to be underftopd byway of accorh- ' 
modation, to fig&ify the natural or 



a^hcd jr\fe of a myx's mind-, fuch 
W^eoiQrjr, fcuicy, wit and clo- 
Sl&V— which* jia a drift andpbilo* 
fqpjj^cal fenfe, may be called fpiri- 
tual;— h^caufe they tranfcend the 
m&bmiczl powers of matter,*— and 
proceed mpjrc or lefs from the rati- 
onal foul, which is a fpiritual fub- 
ftance. 

.. * Whether thcfe ffcght, in propriety, 
tetecalled fpirittfatgifts, I ihall not 
contend, as it feems *a mere difpute 
about words ;^-but it is enough that 
the interpretation cuts the knot, in- 
ftead of untying it ; ahd v befides; ex- 
plains away all kind of meaning in 
thq-above prom tfes.^-r And the error 
ctf-XJiem feems to arue, in the firft 
plftje^ frotg not di(\ingui(hing tl#t. 

IK 

' 4* 




»4 stexitfowxsdm. 

b« caMeafo,— fueh wmeatory? &hcy, 

*ftd %it, iand otter fen^owtotS^f 
the tiling, which iri! ^nSwV Bflhe 
name of hatuf al pitts? <bel©Hg iHetefy 
to us 4s riie*n ;— arid whe'ehetf 'Eh#3& 
ferertt degrees, By whftifi ! we ! eicfcfei 
each other itl them, ariffi'from a Na- 
tural difference of our foul$;,ky*0ra 
happier difpofitidft 6f the ' drga- 
nical parts of us.«^They art fubfe; 
however, as God origiitaHy beftowi 
upon us, atrid with which, in a gnwi 
meafure, wd are fent into the world; 
Bat the riibf al gifts of the Holy Ghdft, 
-whidh are more commonly -Offerf- 
the^fruitfs of the fpirit,-^cinno»n&: 
confined within this defbrtptiqiiii 3 
We -crime not iioo-the world" e^iiq 



% ^fiWec^*rwe-Adiild £oitoe inod 
: «he ^ WOrW v ^iuh th^C which robbed 
,>rirt^ of-^ beft tick both to prefent 
^mmeDdiiioa tod future reward.— 
^ritf gift of <ontiiiency depends not, 
«>*hefe affirm* upon a mere coldnefs 
b£ the cbnftkution—Or patience and 
humility from m infenfifeilkjr 6f it; 
. 9— but they are virtues infenQbly 
brought in us by the endeavours of 
our own wills. '.and concurrent influ- 
ences of a gracious agent •,— and the 
.Religious improvements arifing from 
thence, are fo far from being the 
teflfefts of nature, and a fit difpo- 
Jkion of the feveral parts and organi- 
-^al powers given us*—* that th/tcon- 
ttpvyi l&twe^aamely,-^bat the 




i6 SERMON XXTO. 

dream .of our affaftmn* and app» 

tices but too naturally .carry us the 

other way. — For this, let any nun 

lay his hand upon his heart, and ft* 

fled what has pail within him, in tbt 

feveral conflidts of meeknefs,— *tem» 

perance, — ehaftity, and other lelf-de* 

nials, — and he will need no bear* 

argument for his conviSion.— 

■\ . . 
This hint leads to the true anfwer 

to the above mifinterpretation of the 

text, — That we depend upon God in 

no other fenfe for our virtues, — than 

we neceflarily do for every thing elfe § 

and that the fruits of the fpirit are, 

merely the determinations and effort^, 

of our own reafon, — and as much. 

our own accomplishments, as any 



SERMON XXIIt. 17 
other improvements are the efleft of 
«or own diligence and indufhy. 
-■*- This account, by the way, is oppo* 
Iheto the apoftle's ; — who tells us,— - 
it is God that worketh in us both to 
do and will, of his good pleafure.— 
It is true,— though we are born ig- 
norant, — we can make ourfelves fltil- 
fulj — we can acquire arts and fcien- 
ces by our own application and ftudy.. 
— But the cafe is not the fame in re- 
fye& of goodnefs.— We can acquire 
arts and fciences, becaufe we lay 
under no natural indifpofition or 
backwardnefs to that acquirement. — 
For nature, though it be corrupt, yet 
ffeill it is curious and bufy after know- 
ledge. — But it does not appear, that. 
10 goodnefe and fan&ity of manners 
Vol. VI. C 




4 s smnMQtiumb' 

—Lulls w«hip,^a ^ By tiq ai^ wl^r 

out, fa uj> fo flroug 4^oofec|fr^ 
againfl: i(» a$ we are ji&trjbls 19 %r 
mount by our own ifce^^-^ffy^ 
ever firmly wc may thi#k w^ ftaw^— 
the bed pf us are but upheld, ju*4 gra- 
cioufly kq?t upright * antf. whe^wp 
this divine afliftance j» withdraw^ 
or fu(pende4t — all hi#oiy* eipefUUjf 
,the facrecj, is full of melancholy, iq- 
ftances of what man U, when (Jpd 
leaves him to himfelf,— »th# he .$ 
even a thing of nought. 

Whether it was from a coeiboo* 
experience of this truth in them- 
ielves, — or fome traditions hanckd 
from the Scripture account of i$*r* 
or th$t it waj6» in feme meafuis» 4«& 



u£mm<mati& «f %&& the 

iCTCOT^tTJC ttCSCncn |ffl2M0|BMf$» 

^fejd'^^itt^rtlr trac« of tfet 

'HW^^'^Mers of fekfbninfc 
Mfogfl? tfe£"«Ae&tts ackftow ledges, 
<t HWlftifig gre'ac and txilted cla 
s s ktcl&v^,'''fih€ dirtoo afflatu *— 
ft<M*&,Ho th«* fame j> urpofe,— 
flrfR*itA's bona 1 fittfdtb i— that HO 
ul can be" gobd tfithotft divtoe 
iftance. — If 6'w 1 Whater*? &*!flrttentfc 
•f >l* pvtt *>p*r* 1*ch paflkges in 
eki wckiog«y*-k u ctitamtfcofe «i 
fepufert Ca» retti** i«) other, 40<bc 
fcfttktJWHkifceniektei; ch«n mttiMc 
I) fc»t# JgiWlij^And thbugK, ki 
* C 2 



46 d*4FMt**JMa&3lll 

•wndfeatWh' df <hunkn:4itfercjr/kriii 
ascertain On Thr nrhhrhirtjjjl AH\ 
cduc«tofl,pr€CcpK r c^aspp^s ; ,, r p[oui 
inclination^ and pra#jpaUdttig£fl% 
«re great and mentoi&ijarfadvajHifs 
towards a wligioufiTt^^i-^rc,^^ 
ibte itfelf is got, ^4 rfiyjflicd^by 
Godfs grace j and ^.^ftnq^r^ 
of his ipixit upoft teq^pcr^ua^f^ 
pUy pw-difpofed,— and bw^ftfe nix- 
ing ufe of fucb J ^ J ^R^ea^Js_ J ^ft«^^d 
•onlo& thus much is uad^r^pQd^gfa 
•thenv-*the fever^eijprefljfln^^a 
•Scripture* where, -th? .office^, J^ 3 ^he 
Holy iGhoft conducive tp th^s^nj, 
are-enumerated j— fuch as, cleanfog, 
oguiding,,. .renewing, ., fowfartyg, 
^ftreilgth^njnj^^^^bliaiiog^.vis^- 
,ate, aj, fai «^[ j^njntpjjigible; ; w^, 



vhkh^ajfiJfiroitfMbtt miSffBtffT 

* u ^is??J'#ffFhaVfcJ time tefittofay 
^^tt^kt 1 ^^ Hhe firft^ -ciror of 
tt«ft^^h6i ; ty)Ktb»'loofeian:mtcrpre. 
^teoK^tSJ^ifiaCaiid 1 frui»lo£ the 
^iri^^^kiitfSwa^'ithe rthdle fenfc 
«« 7 Wiirift 1 g ) % l ihem, andjthtaeby 
"ft^<^ J lfot'^fly ■ theipromifes, • but 
t^&lftflSrd '<# then* tpty sfjnone 
'<3feft.-iCOrtceWiin^ whith <irrory, I 
M«it; ! 6ft]y'to^cJ'tfti3 by trdy d£ ck- 
tenuatibii of it^that I Believe die 
great and unedify ing rout made about 
fthctificatibn and regeneration in the 
fhiddte of the laft centwyi*-and 
<he" enthufiaftic extravagances' into 
whlctethe communications of the 
Spirit have been carried by fo many, 
C 3 



4afc«W «t d«tafiogn|M$)ltfufli till 

are tittfc bfc th© 

fc«T«.<ii»t(t» roan}fr%ifobow i 

4ms <9fofi» ewsewpifcgflkiflfcjqfcch 

<£ fsM««Ufi^t(^mud»T«(JreiigiW*i^ 

%tkr b«nd, whcthes frbc^ fl fedtotHH i 

trtw* ha*, no* mi%d~<Hh«$ ftrifc* 
fmftfbbiwthi aad 6*rtW>frw*4* 

I haw already, proved' by*' S«j*{Jtpm 
afgumttttt; that the ipdueace «f Athe 
Jwiy fptrifc of God is ajfciffiwy^ 
*wdr*:*lie; ienperftd £w»fitth <#,©#• 
•bcdiencc pk«6flg>to our Maker.—. 



tfftoratt* wertoftgfct co^be f^tfefk^i 

jmltafcf^^'^lwitSifmfo- opcratwte' $f 
thit feh«^ by^ompanng them to^tto 
v *#ShdV wkkbfym&b Wherrit Hfirtki 

fSt&88r ac«Aowtedg« "the &tedp^>m- 
proftipted by an idle ' cfirttttor^'fo 

■*•. V^e af»eco©iwitfioucthis4itMar^ce^ 
^c^tttibcte tiothing ;~w* »a^e ifakl, 
YftA thtffaitoi 'authority, '^Me atn> tto 



«4* &KRM OBfMIOr 
all through Chrift xfcat ^ttfcngthda 
u».— Wc «ecorarna»ded£o>«0ribai£ 

i 

mar nm fafastio* with jtaramLtfmb 
lUng. The rcafoa iaimediatd^ Ala 

you* b^htQ will and tA iky ^fbf^am^ 
godpUfifwc*— Frow thefe, and atfcijto 
other reppascd pafiages, if is eridfiBfcn 
th*t thc^fliftancts <rf gjagc /wjfc 0(9(9 
intended to deftroy* butto co^opdratoL 
with the. endeavours o£ many^iandj 
are; derived from God in ih%ifanm\ 
manner as all natural powers>r— In- 
deed, without this interpretation^ ho4r^ 
could the Almighty addrefe himfdflil 
tQ man as a rational being? — horeq 
could his a&ions be his own ?— hbVr ■ 
could he be confidered as k blam*i i; 
abfeottrewardable creature ?■■■'■ - ; "io 



^£ibgndfb aotodnftrdf rriJ»i<oiU 

ei«fiiato^h*%^ tht» 

mldftk^eiiriwft* *u Ai&oft&i^ 
c»a^^4<^klWfth the sfo*««» 

ro»a&bu*3 e*tlfec?-aswtti ^ttftitr^f^a 

c&jmtMararc accerfpread fwith ^d: ndo^ 
lajictol j/l igtoonb end ^^ riftf{iimd«li:e^^ 
— flj-tf^reirgipn^/wbichiis esidonriyn 
caicnJ^^tcIijta^)Ilapi^:llSi happ^iw thi&h 
liSfeiaai^dt^athC' .next/ \wda ithfi>;> 
pa^^^Htfnbefc.and ^lfconunu)' 
-Tfc^anHimopqvriiig, forth bia i*hiK):> 

or in the« flrott*??t-ii^^ 

ing of extraordinary communications 



ftfrtrthrCMrf of <!Httfty#fcdgej'lmd 

AC hw 1 KimC CI1HC OfFCTHIWg l WfWww 

tto cAmmm rtritfrtf Mi wm rilttto 
hfegttgtV and t^ fJ»m<* dU^W^ 

gantly thanking hirCW'tittk ftfe^i 
nee 41: 0$** Midi isqrev ftttd,* jpidi 
more tb» papal uja5^ariwbl«^&, 
very liberally aliottiag the portion^ 
the damned, to every chfiftian whotrn 
Jbc, partial judge,, deems feft petftft 
l^.iiimfclf— to, every chri##tf* 
vikp fa talking on in the pjuhjr<$£ 
duty with fobcr vrgilancci afpiriflg 
to p^rfeftion by progreflive at^aflft 
inea^T and feriaufly endeawpjjrr 
ing^f^TQLigh a rational faith; mjt$ 
J^q^fe to mak? : his catting ffl$ 



9PMm ¥^W€ Mk fWIIWOUfTO 4Bi tap* 

lenttH^i5^. ! WJftft : ''tfee dniith •■"•<* 
Otete,^¥K!l •» the gtfWHftrtertti 
AffcHg tifttfpated *f nwrinrf cen* 
fttfitaj' was Wrif aftrtKteirteto'Vaj^i 

pfWttided ltt> ; ftfeve' Striptvrt ft* 

^KOdf&fbva&Hrfclie nfeft imp^O* 
4^WdJti« ; that-fidTehood c&iittfid. 
^»ic^' iTbeftfnrfpirit «fclefc>f*& 
vailed amongft the fao&fts^'J&ttife 
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CO hate Tgbne forth a£f€ii% tftffe 
modern emhuGafts.— Fttkh, the ^fflft 
tmguHhing charafieriftic ef a<4&Mt 
tian, is defined by them hot isf'k 
rational affent of the undefrftandfog, 
to truths which are eftabtifhed ^ 
indifputable authority, but as at vio- 
lent perluafion of mind, that they aft 
inftanraneoufly become the children 
of God— that the whole fcore of 
their fins is for ever blotted oiit, 
without the payment of one tear of 
repentance. — Pleafing doflrine this 
to the fears and paflions of man- 
kind ! — promifing fair to gain pro- 
felytes of the vicious and impenitent. 
Pardons and indulgences are the 
great fupport of papal power ; — but 
thefe modern empirics in religioa 



font ippf«Fed<:^jpoik n ^B <M&m 

when faith and divine love are placed 

in , oppofmon to practical virtues, 

Jud— *£w/oq kqficf to 3iogqui3X53itj 
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ja— rnwoq ujqficr 10 yonqui jxxsij. 
hcY.thenbecomethe objeos of aver- 
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fan. In one fanfe, indeed, nan 
theft deluded people 'demand < 
tendereft compaffioffi,—^rhofe diftm 
is in the head rather than the heart 
and who call for the aid of a phy 
fician who can cure the diflempeitd 
ftate of the body, rather than one 
who may (both the anxieties of the 
mind. 

Indeed, in many cafes, they jfeem 
fo much above the (kill of either,— 
that unlefs God in his mercy rebuke 
this fpirit of enthufiafm, which is 
gone out amongft us, no one can 
pretend to fay how far it may go, or 
what mifchiefs it may do in thefe 
kingdoms — Already it has taught ui 
as much blafphemous language-,— 
and, if it goes on, by the famplfes* 



SPWUtt ittrthcir journal* <**£ filial 

vifions a»d j^YdAliottSt wwiw 
formerly had &6q* thfc ^Jwi3h of ' 
Rome. Andfrr^nyfoi^ 
agawft ic^iy^n, 41015, , 4m|H>, forte* 
ifjpaay ^ef^i^liy convert, the pro*, 
fcfibrs of >k> yeypa into popery atfelf* 
—-confident with their own princi- 
ples ^— for they have nothing more 
to do than to r fay, that th^ fpirit, 
which infpired them, has fignified^ 
that the pope is infpired as wqll as 
.they,— and confequenriy is infallible. 
•—After which I cannot fee how tkey 
can poffibly refrain going to mafc, 
fonfiftent with their own principles.— 

Thus much for thefe two oppofite 
Errors j— the examination of which 
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has taken up fo much time,— that 
I have little left to add, but to beg 
©f God, by the affiftahtc of his holy 
fpirit, to preferve us equally froip 
both extremes* and enable us to form 
fuch right and worthy apprejienfions 
of our holy religion,— that it maj* 
never fufier, through the coolneft of 
our conceptions of it, on one hand,— 
or the immoderate heat of them, 09 
the other ; — but that we may at { 
times fee it* as k is, and as 
defigned by its blefled Founder, *^ 
the moft rational, fober, and confiftej&| 
inftitution that could have been give% 
to the fons of men. * 

" Now to God, &c * 
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i*i:.» * ■-■■:* ■!': '.' iijjf:; ■'.'...: qo n$A.t w^ 

^E:RMQ,N ; x^y. ; ., 

jEternkr A^lvant^ges of : Religion, 

EflOiiiwiBG^uisiJiIlM* Aii. i%- : ■■- 

duty of man. 

J* or tfais' 1 bo6k 9 had propcJfeciir^ 
**gratid querf "to be dilciiflecJ, 1 ^^? 
JlfH } aui what wat good for the fons of 
mtn\ *wbicb they fhould do ufider ' tie 
heavens , all the days 6f tbeit lii/eh-^- 
That is, what was. the fittefbfcraplfey- 
ment, and the chief and proper bufi- 
nefs, which they fhould apply them- 
Vol. VI. D 
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felves to in this world. — And here, 
in the text, after .a fair difcuffion of 
the queftion, he aflcrts it to be the 
bufmefs of .religion, — the fearing 
God, and keeping his command- 
ments. — This was the conclufion of 
the whole matter,«-**and the natural 
refult of all his debates and inqui- 
ries. — And I am perfuaded, the 
more obfervations we make upon 
the fhort life of man,— -the more we 
experience, — and the longer, trktls 
we have of the world f — and the 
feveral pretenfions k offers to attr 
happinefs, — the mare we fhall be 
engaged to think, like him, — kk$£ 
we can never find what we look &r 
in any other thk*g which we do \mdfU 
the heavens, except in that of <^at$ 
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and obedience to Go©.-— In the courfe 
of the wife' man's examination of this 
point, — we find a great many btau*- 
tiful reflections upon human affairs, 
ail tending to illuftrate the conclufioft 
he draws ; and as they are fuch as are 
apt to offer themfeives to the thoughts 
of every ferious and confidenate man> 
—I cannot do better than renew the 
impreflions,* — by retouching the print 
cipai arguments of his difcourfe,— * 
before I proceed to the general uft 
and application of the whole. 

In the former part of his book he 
had taken into his confideration thofe 
feveral ftates of life to which men 
ufually apply themfelves forhnppinefg ; 
-^.firft, learning,-— wifdom;~next> — 
mirth, jollity and pleafure •,— then 
D 2 
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power and greatnefs, — riches arid jx>f- 
feffions.; — All of which are fo far from 
anfwering the end for which they were 
at firft purfued, — that, by a great va- 
riety of arguments, — he proves them 
federally to be fo many fqre travels 
which God had given to the ferns of. men 
to be exercifed therewith :— and inftead 
of being any, or all of them, pur pro* 
per end and employment, or Effi- 
cient to our happinefs, — he makes it 
plain, by a feries of obfervations upon 
the life of man, — that they are ever 
•likely to end with others where they 
had done with him •, — that is, in va- 
nity and vexation of fpirit. , l§: 

Then he takes notice of the fevfe- 
ral accidents of life, which perpetu- 
ally rob us of what little fweccs'the 
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fruition of thefe objefts might feern 
to promife us, — both with regard to 
our endeavours snd our perfons in 
this world. 

I ft, With regard to our endea- 
vours,— he fhews that the moll likely 
ways and means are not always effec- 
tual for the attaining of their end : 
—that, in general, — the utmoft that , 
human councils and prudence can 
provide for, is to take care, when 
they contend in a race, that they be 
fwifter than thofe who run againfl: 
them •, — or when they are to fight a 
battle, that they be ftronger than 
thofe whom they are to encounter. — 
And yet afterwards, in the ninth 
chapter, he obferves, that the race is 
not to the fwift, nor the battle to the 
D3 



6w. Ir ooc fanftv iwktedj' ma*f*i 
thefcdttated peapifc dttttaittl 4Wr 
teodtreft compt fl^R,^-^hdfc dftrtkr 
t* in the head rather Aan^tti^'KdiftP? 
and wltb ckUibr the ^d'WF a 1 Jih^ 
ficran who tan cure t&r TtifcmpgMif 
ftate of the body, tather^than flnif 
who imay footh the anxieties of' *fcfc . 
mind. ' ' "■"'" 

Indeed, in many ca(es, they Teem 
fo much above the flcifl of either,— 
that unlefs God in his mercy rebuke 
' this fpirit of enthufiafm, which is 
gone out amOngft us, no pne can 
pretend to fay how far it may go, or 
what mifchiefs it may do in thefe 
kingdoms — Already it has taught ua 
a$ much blafphemous language £— 
and^ if it goes oh; by the fampfes 
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Be ftyks wrath and forrow ; under 
which, when a man lies languifhing, 
none of his worldly enjoyments will 
fignify much. — Like one that fingeth 
fangs with aheavy heart, neither mirth, 
— nor power, — nor riches, fhall afford 
him eafe,— nor will all their force be 
able fo ta flay the ftroke of nature, — 
but that be ftmil be cut off in the midft 
ef his days, and thtn all his thoughts 
perijb. Or elfe, — what is no un- 
common fpectacle, in the midit of all 
bis luxury, he may wafte away the 
greateft part of his life with much 
wearinefs and anguifli ; and with the 
long torture of an unrdenting difeafc, 
he may wifli himfelf to go down into 
the grave, and to be fet at liberty from 
D + 



4 o SERMON? JZK.IV. 

all his poffeffions, and all his tnifery, 
at the fame time. :, ■■:■ 

2dly, If it be ftfppofed,~-that'by\ 
the ftrength of fpirits, and the drttf- 
ral chearfulnefs of a man's tehrtffcr,* 
he fhould efcape thefe, and' live 'rtuMj 
years*, and rejoice in tbem dtl^Prhitft? 
is«not the lot of many;-— yet, be muft 
remember the days of darknefs ;— tHaf 
isj — they who devote themfelves to a 
perpetual round of mirth and ple&*< 
fure, cannot fo manage matters, as 
to avoid -the thoughts of their future^ 
Jlates*, at>d the anxiety about what ihaHP 
become of them hereafter, when they>» • 
are to depart out of this wbrldy*** 1 ? 
that they cannot fo crowd their hfcads^ 
and fill up their time With dtifti* 



fcittt*^— bdt* that the tfchfembriance 
of this will fometimes be upJ)errtioft, 
-7#n4 thruft, itfclf ,upon their minds 
wkpqo vetf vthfry are *e tired and ferious. 
—And -as this- will naturally prefent 
tq^hero a dark profpe£fc of their, fu- 
ture happinefs,*— k mu(t, at the fame 
ri^xe, prove no fmall damp and allay 
to 5 { what they would enjoy at prefent. 

But, in the third place,— fuppbfe a 
ma»i fliould be able to avoid fickncfs, 
■ »■ »• and ! tb put the trouble df thefe 
thoughts tfikewtfe far from fcknj— yet 
tbtfreiisfomethingdfe which he can- 
not,: pofiibly decline •,— old age will 
unavoidably fteal upon him, -with all 
the infirmities of it,— when, (as he 
exprefles. it) the. grinders Jhail be few r 
and appetite ceafes $ when tbofe who 
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look out of the windows Jhall be darken* 
ed, and the keepers of the boufe jhall 
tremble. — When a man fliall become 
a burden to himfelf, and to his frieads*. 
■*—— when, perhaps, thofe of his near- 
eft relations, whom he hath moft ob- 
liged by kindnefs, (hall think k time 
for him to depart, to creep off the 
ftage, and make room for fucceeding 
generations. 

And then, after a little funeral pomp? 
of mourners going about the ftreetef- 
a man fhall be buried out of thr 
way, and in a year or two be as- 
much forgotten, as if he had never 
exifted.— For there is no- remem- 
brance (fays he) of the wife mote 
than the fool; — feeing that ^htch: 
now is, in the days to come, ihali 
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be forgotten i every day producing 
fomething which feems new and 
fjbrange* to take up men's talk and 
♦fonder, and to drown tke .memory 
©£ former perfofts and aSk>ns. — 

And I appeal to any rational 
fitihy whether thefe are not fome 
of the mbft material refidftionsr 
about hiimkn affairs,-^^Mch <k>- 
cur to every one who gives^ hifti- 
felf the lead leifure to think about 
them?— Now, from all thefe pre* 
roifes put together* Solomon infers 
fiiis fliorfc toncluTum in the, text,— 
That to fear God, and keep his 
commandments, is the Whole of 
man; — that, to be fetious i$ the 
matter of religbh r and caTefol about 
cwr futwue ftat», is i/hat whkh-, after 
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all our other experiments, will be 
found to be our chief happinefs,— 
our greateft intereft, — our greatcft 
wifdem, — and that which moft of all 
ceferves our care and application— 
This mutt ever be the laft refult, and 
the upfliot of every wife man's ob- 
fervarions upon all thefe tranfitory 
things, and upon the vanity of their 
feveral pretences to our well- being; 
— and we may depend upon it, as 
an everlafting truth, — that we can 
never find what we feek for in any 
other courfe, or any other object,— 
but this one; — and the more we 
know and think, and the mors expe- 
rience we have of the world, and of 
ourfelves, the more we are convinced 
of this truth, and led back by it 
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to- reft our fouls upon that God from 
•whence* we came. — Every confider- 
ation upon the life of man tends to 
engage us to this point,— to be in 
«rneft in the concernment of reli- 
gion v^to love and fear God ;— td> 
provide for our true intereft,— and 
do ourfelves the moft effectual fer* 
Vice, — by devoting ourfelves to him, 
• — -and always thinking of Him, — as 
He is the true ami finalhappinefs of 
a'reafonable and an immortal fpirit. 

And indeed one would think it 

next to impoffible,— did not the com- 

monnefs of the thing take off from 

the wonder, — that a man who thinks 
x 

at all, — fhould let his whole life. be 
a contradiction to fuch obvious re- 
flections. • ■ 
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The vanity and cmptinc(s 
wordly goods and enjoyments,— 
J\ (hortnefs and uncertainty of lift 

the unalterable event hanging c 
our heads, — tbat % in a few days, 
muft all of us go to that place J 
whence we Jball not return •, -*— the ■ 
tainty of this, — the uncertainty 
the time when, — the immortality 
the foul, — the doubtful and mpnn 
tous ifTues of eternity, — the terror 
damnation, and the glorious thi 
which are fpoken of the city of G 
are meditations fo obvious, and fo 
turally check and block up a ma 
way, — are fo very interefting, a 
above all, fo unavoidable, — that i 
. aftonifliing how it was poffible, at j 
time, for mortal man to have his hi 
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* 

full of any thing elfe ? And yet* 

was the fame perfon to take a view of 
the ftatc of the world, — how flight at* 
obfervation would convince him, thai 
the wonder lay, in fad, on the other 
fide-, — and that, as wifely as we all 
difcourfe, and philofophize de con* 
itrnptu muncU fc? fugd f<ecuti —yet, for 
one who really adls in the world~-con~ 
fiftent with his own reflexions upon 
it, — that there are multitudes who 
feem to take aim at nothing higher ; 
-r-and, as empty a thing as it is,— *-arc 
fo dazzled with, as to think it meet 
to build tabernacles of reft upon 
it,-— -and fey, It is gee d to be bere.~~ 
Whether as an able inquirer into this 
paradox guefles,— whether it is, that 
men do not heartily believe fuch a 

5 



tbiqg.^s_a_ftiturc.. ft#e^Q£ ^pp*ne& 
and mjiery^orif they ckv-^awk#y 
.do not actually .and'&riouflj^ cw&d& 
it,— but fuffer itta.i^r.ciormant^iid 
\|na£tiye .within thsnvraftd:. fp:^«5r.is 
little affe&ed.with. it, : a$ >& in tnttki 
they believed it not^-nof ,whetiicr {hap 
look upon it through that end e££fr} 
perfpe&ive which reprefents a$ o£u 
off, — : and fo are more forcibly, ^ra*$$ 
by the nearer, .though tjhe*. le&y* 
loadftone;— whethe* thpfe^,^: yk&fa 
ever other caufe may, .be ^ffign^ £g£ 
it, — the.obfervation is incppteflibl^ 
that .the bulk of mankind, in pa(fiflg. 
througty this vale, of m\fcty.rru&.&.: 
not as a well to refrelh and allay,— Jt>ut 
fully to quench and iatisfyjtheic^hirftti; 
reminding (or as the Appftlgif^^ 
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Tcfifhing earthy things,— —making; 
them the end and fum- total of their 

<fcfires amd wiflies,- and, in one 

wofd,^— loving this world— juft as 
they are commanded to love God ;— > 
that is, — With all their heart* with aH 
4b*ir font* — with all their mind and 
fbength.— But this is not the ftrangeft 
part of this paradox. — A man (hall 
not only lean and reft upon the 
world with his whole ftrefs, — but, in 
many iflftances, fhall live notorioufly 
bad and ricious; — when he is re- 
proved, he lhall feem convinced ;— • 

when he is obfefved, he (hall be 

afhamed j— when he purfues his fin, 

h e will do it in the dark ;— and 

when be has done it, (hall even be 

diffatisfied with himfclf : yet ftiil, 

Vol. VI. E 
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tfii^ fr&kU^ produce r^ [ &&mwe*» 
h& condu&-~ Tell him (he ibali o«p 
^y ) di^5 , -^-^<)r bring i the event ftill 
nearer,— art d (hew, thfi*^ according aa 
^he c&tfirfe of nat^e^hftntanapcpot 
fiHy %# tii**iy years^hehwili figb„ 
jwhaps,-^*and teltfttU hriistfcj*. 
irtneed -of that, fis^inucte as reafoa 
and experience can itia&ei him :>**-**- 
jjjxtfccd -^nd urge to tyjp^&a^fter 

j^^ei^oly.du^Jbe dplt,y^|^ 
..*J¥^£ed ^cordiag tp r ^s^p^. 
*^He v4HL th*nk ^Qgd^^nQ ;^e^ 
,**&adv*eU. you, with ^ fame gW£i 
:faee,—rfcs is thogpqglyiy, Sp*winf£fi 
*£ .that tooi— ancj/as, fo Ib^v^^. 
aa :doub^ he ^F^mj^les., ix^^sii 
jj$t after 4lj wjtk all . thg, cpQyi<2^jft 



5 fiCR M4XMA 3853^ $x 
>ttp€tt;&&&irf§£ you wri) feHdrfm ftiii 
jp&f&imt ;ih ache faihe -GbutfejH-wd 
icbtnmit/iiis' ; fin with as certain *$&. 
&v$nt and, j^&ltjtipn* as if he* knew 
4to^ajrgunien5:'agftiDft, it^-r-Thefe qo- 
^jrigCB bf/thijigs* ^Qweve^jecrible an$L 
4T«fc;p»& t/?rpugh his under (landiij£ 
i«3h;*fl e^gk; .through the any thy 
4*aves no path behind , . » . ; : 

* T3:1 So ; that,' upon the wholej. 1 inffekft 
% Abounding with occafions to fet vfc 
^ferldiifly On thinking,— -the wdriti 
•rffigfrtdifpertft with many rildre cfcHs 
cfiPthis kind;— and were they feven 
3&tffes as, many as they are,— cotaiider- 
hlte What inefficient ufe we make df 
Thofe we have, all, I fear; wo\flftdfoc 
^Ktte enough to bring thefe things" to 
•^fi^ r femeitibrance* as' oftfen, -a&d '<*-. 
E x 
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gage us to lay them to our'M&ro 
with that afie&ionate concern, wnicS 
the weight and intereft of them f£ 
quires at ouf hands. ^-S66hef or 4 Kilter, 
the moft iftconfldertt^ ^t «s '^1 
flull find, with Solomon, — that to 
do this effectually, is the whole of 
man* 

And I cannot conclude this dif- 
courfe upon his words better than 
with a fliort and earned exhortation, 
that the folemnity of this feafon*— 
and the meditations to which it is de- 
voted, may lead you up to the true 
knowledge and practice of the fame 
point, of fearing God and keeping 
his commandment^— and convince 
you, as it did him, of the indifpen- 
iable neccfiity of making that the 



hyfijiefs of a man's life* which is tf& 
fhief end of his being, — the eteftisft 

happinefs and falvation of his loill. 

■~ ~" !.» to i).. • .., . t . , « , ^ 

.n Whi$h^ JB8? God gr^Yor. the 
feke^f JAfii^Chrift.. ^mcn. 

07 jiiih-^nofiio'o^ «>.-. b-. ^ 
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SERMON XXV. 

Afa : a Thankfgiving Sermon. 

2 Chronicles xv. 14. 

And they /ware unto the Lord with a 
loud voice, and with jhouting, And 
with trumpets^ and with cornets.— 
And all the men of Judah rejoiced at 
She oath. 

T T wilj be neceffary to give a par- 

A ticular account of what was the 

occafion, as well* as the nature, of 

the oath which the men of Judah 

fware unto the Lord 5 -which will 

explain not only the reafons why it 
became a matter of fo much joy to 
Aem, but likewife admit of an &p- 

£4 
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plication futtable to the^hbpdfeitaf c* 
this folema affembly. v '--cog 

• > : • I'lIO? 
Abijah, and Afa his fon, . were 1 . 

fucceffive kings of Jtidah. — Tlir 'firft 

came to the crown at the' clofe of "a 

long, and, in die end, a Very 'unfuc- .' 

cef&ful war, which naii' gractuatl^ . 

I 111* ^3^« M k ~- ? f J 

wafted the ftrength alhefc riches oThift 

; - ■ , ■ ■. ;w ei!- : - •? ^jm^i 

kingdom. 

He was. a prince endowed ^rtJh ttailr: 
talents which the emergcc^ie^^CHfitei^ 
country required, and fqenwd borOito srll 
uiak^ Judalva viAoriou^ as^^&tff »bih 
happy people.—- ^Tb9 ; r€0wc3h*^iUidtriirt 
great, fuccefj* of hi* 3Kn* *gaH)fr Jcapwilnt 
.boan3>.h^ ; w^l^blift^ thcfiifo-^Un 
but hisi .^injg^m^.wjbwJi had bemibovo^ 
manyyearfr^fcatof.a w*r*&4d fceea jui 



good as it was, wa» too^IhoKipaJMtc- ' : 

Afa £ f i8 c #3 d »t«W teWB^i AW^ 
"^$1 ■BSFWfo ^vP* ' 

pericnce. — His rcafon told him, . r jd^at r ,.. 
God fliould be worlhipped in fim- 
pJici^> ■^4fflftpfiefs- v 'oT&ai i t;^ i 
thcitifti^he3 : fi^^w%~ > 4lie rf a^h iir ! J 
the tiroBge^Rk, tirtd brt>ktf-dcwti uo 

their: 4ttiyg^^H^ ; tt$efic^e : tkld ; ' 

infte^^ta^o¥itifl^ n^ttre-gene- 
rally-iJAta^ ^^tfe'^^df^ 
govertt«nrt.-U»n<i^at the he^^d^ 1> '' 
but fe>*l b#$kttf< && Wirc«Aenta- •' ' 



5« SraftMt>N'XXV; 
tknw kind of poverty ind defolati 
—therefore he laid afide his fwt 
and ftudied the arts, of ruliog Ju 
with peace.—- Confcieijce would , 
fuffirr Ala to faenficp his fuhji 
to private vie\q$:rq£ ^tytiqi^yj 
wifdom forbad v h$ : fko$cVjTuffe£ tl 
to oflfej? up th?mjelves,!to tjbe j 
trace of public one^r-fiafce enjai 
ment of, empire, /by the cta&rug 
of its- j people (the natural, and ; ^ 
valuable, fource pf ftrengtfcw ; 
riches) was a difhoneft and mifejg 
exch^Jgef-r-And. however we]} . 
glory^pf r a conqueft might appear 
the eyes of a common behplder, .3 

r " ■' ■ *' '.: '■' '" v . Oil 

whe t i^ bought at that coftly rate 
father to his country would beh 
the triumphs which attended it, i 
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opians the trouble.— For Rchoboarn > 
though in the former part of his reign 
he dealt wifely* yet when he had 
eftabliihed his kingdom, and ftrength- 
eried himfelf, — he forfook the laws of 
the Lord; — he forfook the council 
which the old men gave him, and took 
council witntfe young men, which 
weit? ^ brouPit tip^ith him, and flood 
before ^^uffi-iU-aJWiW-me^ 
fytc&, in all j/irbbabiHty, had given 
the enemies of Judah fuch dccifive 
advantages over her, that they had 
fat down contented, and for many 
years enjoyed the fruits of their ac- 
quifitions.--;— But the friendlhip of 
princes is feldom made up of better 
materials than thofe which are every 
day to be feen in- private life,— —in 
Vol. VI. F 
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which fincerity and affe&ion ase not 
at all cohfidcrcd as ingredient?.— 
Change of time andcircumftances pro- 
duce a change, of councils and beh^-. 
wur.— J^dah^ in length of time* 
had become a frefh temptation* and 
was worth fighting for.^— Her riches 
and pknty might firft make her ene- 
mies covet, and then the remembrance 
of how cheap and ea l y a prey (he had 
formerly been* might make them not 
doubt of obtaining. 

By thefe apparent motive*, (or whes- 
ther God, who fometimes over-rules 
the heart of maa> was pkafcd to turn 
them by fecret ones, to the purpofes 
of his wifdom) the ambition of the 
Ethiopians revived, with anifeoft, t|f 
men numerous as the fond upo* $he 



fea-fhore in multitude. — They. Bad 
left their country* and were coming 
forwards to invade them.— What eah 
Jodah propofe to do in fo terrifying k 
crifis ?— where can fhe betake herfelf 
for refuge P-r-on one hand* her reli- 
gion and laws are too precious to be 
given up, or trufted to the hands df 
,a ftranger; — and on the other hand, 
how can fo fmall a kingdom, juft rfa 
covering ftrength, furroundeti by an 
army of a thoufand thoufand men, 
befides chariots and horfes, bfe able to 
withftand fo powerful a fhock.— -But 
Jtere it appeared that* thofe, who* in 
.their pcqfperity, can forget God* do ftt 
remember him in the day of dagger 
*nd tliftrefs -,-^and car* begin with 
itomfort ? ttf ^depend upofr his provi* 
F 2 
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dence, when with tomfbft" theyi ciafc 
depend, upon nothing elfe;*^ftir 
when 2erah, the EfhlSpii^ **& 
come unto the valley of ^pltetfc* at 
Maretha, Afa, and : all tihfr metf of 
Judah, and Benjamin;' ^Wdf- 6fat 
againft him ;~and as "ttt&y^tyfeiSr, 
they cried mightily ittifo Gttdi-*-^»d 
Afa prayecl for his "people,- and- he 
faid,— "O Lord! it is hefithmg #ith 
thee to kelp, whether with faanft'or 
with them that have no ; powsr:— . 
help us, 6 Lord our Gbcff; for we 
reft in tHee, and in thy haftie '"wfe go 
againft this multitudes— O -Lord, 
thou art "our God, let nor matt fire- 
vail againft thee/^-Succ£rs~idoftoft 
feemed a debt due to the jfidsf of *the 
prince, and the contrition of his 
4 



rfi^f4?^r-^ T ^iQd fmote die Ethio- 

rpipns^qd ^ey could not recover 

>l^raf^v^ffr^br they were icatterea, 

iftwiTrWl^ei^yi^cftrQyed^T-before the 

i£,Q?4>r: a*$ before his hoft,— And 

*<?& they ,/etiin#d to Jerufalem from 

jpwiui^g^behold the fpirit of Gbd 

oS#ne~upon A&pah, the fon of Oded^ 

-»rMA^d Jiq^cnt . out, to meet 'Ala, 

^gd^.^ ypto himj-Y^car ye me, 

rjA^n^driaMir J^ah and Eenjamjn; 

-,*— ^j^Lqj/4 if, with you, wJiilft you 

^vaffijWit^ip^— and if ypu feek him, 

odif/;Vs4JL be, found ,of you, but if ye 

bfflrfakpvhinvhe will for fake you. — 

^^q<hif)igy,poulji qiQre powerfully 'call 

'lohSHPC the confidence than fo timely 

vi an ^^p^ul^ti^p.^Tjie^menjOf judah 

?.:?ai>d Be/yaipi^ ftrpck, with a fenfe 

' " "" f" 3 lv - -^ • 
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of their late deliverance, and the 
many 6thit felicities they ; had enjoyed 
fince Afa was king over them, they 
gathered themfclves together at Jeru- 
felem, in the third month in the 
fifteenth year of Afa*s reign * — and 
they entered into a covenant to feek' 
the Lord God of their fathers, with 
all their heart, and with all their 
foul: — and they fwarc unto the 
Lord with a loud voice, and with 
/houtrng, and with trumpets, and 
with cornets, and all Judah rejoiced 
at the oath. 

One may obferve a kind of luxu- 
riety in the defcription, which the 
holy hiftorian gives of the tranfport 
of the men of Judah upOn this occa- 
fion. — And fure, if ever matter of 



joy was fo reafcnably founded, as to 
eXcufe any excefles in the ^xpr-effioos 
of it^ — -thi^ was one :— for without 
iV«t*Ae condition of Judah, though 
otherwife the happieft, would have 
been, of all nations under heaven, 
tbemoft mifenble. 

JLiet us fappofe a mofment, inftead 
of being repuhed, that the enterprife 
of the Ethiopians had profpered 
againft them,— like other grievous 
diftempers, where the vitals are firft 
attacked, — A fa, their king, would 
have been fought after, and haVe 
been made the firft facrifice. — He 
muft either have fallen by the fword 
of battle, or execution; or, what is 
worfe, he muft have furvived tire 
ruin of his country by flight,-— and 

F 4 
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worrrbtit the remainder of hi* days 
in forrd*, fbr the affli&ibn* whfcfc 
were come upon it.— fti fiithe retriote 
cofner of the world, the good king 
would have heard the particulars df 
Judah's deftru&ion.— He would have 
been cold how the country, which 
had become dear to hica.bjjr his pu- 
ternal care, was now :■ utterly ytetd 
waftc, and all hia labpur jtaft***n 
how the fences which prot$#edr : it 
were torn up, and the tender, piaoc ■ 
within, : whifih he had, fo loagflie^ 
tered, was cruelly trodden underfoot 
and devoured. — He would hear hpw 
Zerah, the Ethiopian, when, he fyacj 
overthrown the kingdom* thought 
himfelf bound in confeipne^ to oveiv 
thrpw tha religion of jt too, .^nd 



cdact9v q£ uheoking's boufe,bfand(tbe 

fifery oitoisfcthtfaway into jdiejwiidnw 
ncfej ^afld fouall na city to dwtll ini*** 
That 'Zewhf! had rebuilt the altlalfs-vof 
tfee^raftg« ;: g<>3s, ; — wiiieh l, A^S'piet?y' 
y ftrfbafl&i qWri, and ; -ft t! 'tip- ttieitf 

That nis commandment was urgent> 
tni£ ati Aoutd^fail d6Wn J and fn wb^ 
A?p* id^he had 'made^te; 1 
tb'^nfle^fh'c tale of th^Ui?^ 
tfere $£siti pWp'ecV'o? deTi^ake' 
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for ahy but the worft of his fub- 
jdffcs 5-r-thofc who, in his reign, had 
either leaned in ; their hearts towards 
thefe idolatries, — or whofe principles 
and morals were fuch, that all religions 
luited them alike. — But that the ho- 
tieft and confeientious men of Judah, 
Unable to behold fuch abominations, 
"hung down every man his head like a 
"bulrufh, and put fack-cloth and afhes 
under him. 

This pi&ure of Judah's defolation 
might be fome f efemblance of what 
every of Afa's fubjedls would pro-, 
bably form to himfelf, the day he fo- 
lemnized an exemption from it.— 
And the tranfport was natural, — To 
fwear unto the Lord with a loud voice, 
and with fhouting, and with trumpets, 
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and With cornet* j— to rejoice a$ th* 
oath which fecured their future peat»» 
and celebrate it with all external mark* 
of gladnefs. . ; t 

1 have at length gone throtegfc tfce 
ftory, which gaVe the occafion to chit 
religious ad, which is recorded tof the 
men of Judah in the text* 

I Believe there is not One, m faere'd 
Scripture, that bids fairer for a ptirzu 
lei to our own times, or that 'would 
admit of an application more fuitable 
to the folemnity of "this day. 

But men are apt to be ftruck with 
likenefies in fo different a manner, 
from the different points of view in 
which they (land, as well as their diver- 
fity of judgments, that it is generally 
a very unacceptable piece of officiouf- 



bio; 



■jKH2£ idl /!3»o;'T— .3lhq-, 3 »na uaib. 

'°-; •**, ."';:■ li <.v ynokDi ansm joi 
1.9. 'this cafe, it Teems fufficient,— 

that thole who will difcern the Raft re- 

x.7U nsfH- ■••••-;. '-.op 31100 iol i".y r 

fenibjanqe, will difcern enough to make 
them ferioufly comply with fhe devo- 
tion of the day ; — and that thole who 
are affected with it in a ftroneer man- 
ner, and fee the bleffing of a proiefc 
tant king in its rairelt light, witn all 
the mercies whicK :3 nT 3 ade *way ¥<Jr it, 
'wjif have rfill more atwftdantMtao 
' ;I adorc&al! ^ood Mn^'which^n^ail 
;'afwg' J pte<fted it'tfbm'tHe 5 etietffles 

"'Ifancel^Ft^kini '^4n%-e-^flftAls 
^^^J^&a^MA don- 
3n fiua A# the J aeV1cef ^terlo^ 



% that ihea«,Jv»flfis l ^cfli44 ^pcrf««m 
their enterprife. — Though this^mik 

for many reafons, will ever be told 

— -ir/j) : 'f\<;'. arntv • ' -.A .•*■ ' 

ampngft the felicities of tKefe days s 

3t ilc-r ; . r.-o'i'.sk '•'<. .. .. -;>-•(•• • 
-r — yet for none "more fb,— -Ulan thit 

it jus given us a frelh mark of the . 

cpntinuatioa of God Almighty s" fa- 

vour to us:-r-apart of that great com- 1 - 

'■r r ' ''"JiV^ F 'V : ' J Wt«iafli5^£ 

plicated bleffing for which we are ga« 

thered together to return him thanks. 

ft '■'■-- ,m?Al liyi, l: . ■ ■■ :; . U a\A MM 

tV ,fce^H?, ; ^efore^I bcfoch jjro, 
rhis.pjwvic^c^i^^n^^^the^ccar 
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#hat God has done for us. — In val'ft 
fiiftfl we celebrate the day with a loud 
voice, and with fhouting, 4nd with 
trumpets, — if we do not do it likewife 
with the internal and more certain 
marks of finterity, — a reformation 
and purity in oUrmanners.-w-It is in> 
poffible a finful people can either be 
grateful to God, or properly loyal to 
their prince. — They cannot be grate- 
ful to the 6ne, becaufe they live not 
under a fenfe of his mercies;. — nor 
can they be loyal to the other, becaufe 
they daily offend in two of the ten- 
tlereft points which concern his wel- 
fare.— By firft difengaging the prb^ 
Cadence of God from taking bur part; 
arid thisn giving a heart to our adver- 
saries to lift their hands againft u&, 
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who muft know, that, ifweforfa^e God, 
God will forfake us. — Their hopes, 
their defigns, their wickednefs againft 
us, can only be built upon ours to- 
wards God. 

For if they did not think we did 
evil, they durft not hope we could 
perifli. 

Ceafe, therefore, to do evil; — for 
by following righteoufnefs, you will 
make the hearts of your enemies faint, 
they will turn their backs againft your 
indignation,— and their weapons will 
fall from their hands. 

Which may God grant, through the 
merits and mediation of his Son Jefus 
Chrift, to whom be all honour^ &c. 
Amen. 






„. i . ./ '.v/j.^f±l! 
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Follow Peace. 

Hebrews xii. 14. 

Follow peace with all men> and bolt- 
nefs \ without which no man Jhall fee 
the Lord. 

THE great end and defign of 
our holy religion, next to the 
main view, of reconciling us to God, 
was to reconcile us to each other',— •* 
by teaching us to fubdue all thofe 
unfriendly difpofitions in our nature, 
which unfit us for happinefs, and the 
focial enjoyment of the many blef- 
fings which God has enabled u> to 
Vol. VI. G 



*f 2 Wk M®m Jtsvi 

chriftianity perfuade 1 >thfe puofcflbrs 
♦ of, in irrto^his, t«np#, ,-fiyad engage 

5<¥lV*» jp dpftcinc r i^TO|gv *fl £° on 
^ft&cxak our nau^ea^n^ after t&e 

fabdufiiiOD'of tj^ip^^frkndly.pf 

icuftpaflkmsv topl^nt* in t^ro^raof 

•th&nvallthofe (more aatj#*al ; to; tJ>e 

>fail) iiumane and beecvotent \wX\- 

*vititm^, which) in imiuafipn <y£ <$&e 

at^crfeftiorirof God, (hwl&4tff&fe<Y$ 

'0*a,3ttct»nd <: ioilr4ovband?gq^|ftsf8)|o 

^t^^How:i<*ratUrc8 r i&ewclip&jto 

J 4lian^ f r ^^hl<igo6dfielfe>(Df^0d «- 



i( $t8pmfi$i pi-oiflpin hln^tm^.^aagh 

~ii%psQ&&px&iri our •-• rdagron ; ienjafys 
^tte ito nffppcawhM3^ ! 3ia*r t tfeb i£»r 
efSift'ftihisIwtn cbn* iandjoiif /tc-j^pc 
°pdllfete;o;$sLnttidifca!s lietltfitBxus^to 
cii^peac8ably,s»ith3U)mwj!i^\s5feere 

■ at jna^rt oirat ;j «tskjjr ; J>q ; ^^91^ ,!?Mt 

■rwcrsis ofdh^Jct.+^J^JUaWfPS^T- 

G 2 



.1}. rfWrftfraw: 

fe°r r'Mrf 1 ^ «My 

«aie"the pWuftv ti W1&H* ttftdtfH 
. WaftMa^ttidthbtls 't^regalH 'AM 
ieftfe it ; ^&fcaui(evaxI8s th^AfwftfeJ 
^(^t'^'s^a'ihd'bf iMM;- rio'-hitfft 
jtfa& l&the ; !S»fa. "FofenfcaWh i$f*lie 
f-epU"'^~weK ! W iti6 3 ¥ea<5hTpe»fei 
6? peace &d 'toeVdfeHc*V aWfoch 
Ss J1, flo^^fefir£'^# p&ftote $ 
frer^ 1 afefndt qUafifiW tb^enjoy^k 

tor this caufe, in Scripture Tan- 

«ilni.*jiioc|»-:o u/1 ,,llv/ !r;h/!Upl ri.udw 
euage,— ?peace is always Ipofee of as 
S>d&* j]~~.n'>n ijt rfLw.i'ipoa.bfu: 
the great and comprehenfive blei- 
-nr.m°oj frpr.&Hl % rfJiw M jiJduij 
ling,, which included in it all manv 
33«rb «r,.^ » t r.il^rii b,.i, ,bni>l 
ner qf happinefs ; — ana to wilh peace 
tip ulut/H .leip -!.;.. jiTi'arij au'isuq cr. 
t6 any houfe or perlon, was, intone 



c^pfifts in: th^c, inward complacency 
md ; fatisf ^flbiap , of the mipd ^ ^r^d he 
#ho has fijch,a diipoCLcion;^ fp^^ as 

*Mr,-jtbe. e#q#? >#£ j)r^ 
WW nQ^ijflg this ^orJ4 r[ yajaj g|y<? 
Jw^Agjwa^le. to th«»— jbat.J^pf.fc 
j^frro^ cornp^hcnrtMe^ hymn fuijg, 
by ..fipg^ ^ i: ,oiir : ;5 : aviQ^ , s o ^irth^ 
^ec^o^ ^;theJo^ n a^^^r- 
ends of his incarnation,— afcer^lorx» 
in the firft, to God, — the next note 
which fqunded was, Peace upon earth, 
an£ good will to men.— it Was <* 

public, wiln of happinefs to a man- 

*Ui> tic u # n. ',-?>£*; .,; jbfrfv, ^ nfi 

kind, and implied a fol.emn charge 



a, and implied a iol.emn cr 

j)£vf Aiiw 03 oiir— . -I jniqqf.fl'ip i^h . 
to purfue the means that woula ever 

3nc* .1) f >tw- .uolrjq •»,•» : -»Wjorf /ru: 0? - 

G 3 
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chriftianity perfuade 1 thfc tyvofciRxs 

«of,U) iffto^his; temper,, ojid engage 

;.?!**.« i& doMnenwtffli* tq £0 pn 

•.DuMxalc our : natiirc^ j; ^ L after lie 

fubduSiODiof tbeip^fciMnft'^ndly M ff 

our>pafl3onsv to pl^nt* m t^ra^o^f 

them, all thofe (tnofeaatyf4:to; the 

'.foil), humane and beaexofent iwV- 

'WktiMff, which, in imiiajK^n f«f abe 

tfpeffe&ioriraf God, fhould<JHj>Qfe^s 

oiOr^xmnd ; ©iir 4ovband?go^agfgr|o 

**&&?* -fellow ncteattires, ;4£ewdi|ngrilo 

^^feterHPof '<Mr*bjiM^tf#HBt ifee 

^4*iar>A&V ^^fe f Jthl<igo6dfiefe>fof *<3nrf *k- 

-^hdS^ftlf tM^^'^Hhe wcAsJotftfte 

^tf%W5bhYi4^iiM tfcte !*>*> 4mm- 



Mt% wwk nm. & 

3 ta^§ a^&ta*#fl*feefc§>tfi§fcfclfift- 

iftfep^fifft^ fwotfipin hfna^WByiftijcragh 
3 & BitifTOtfeKhBift, fooii ttotritp'ilje 
-^e<3ft^P^®u^ our «■ rdsgron , ienjoi^s 

^ifc it© nffpptimihMa^-Tiaw f tfeb;i£air 

<>pdfiifc!te,o?*sUtwchr<alB lietliaojxus^to 
~li^pkaceably,arith:^>mro!i^«bere 

-it ;may"icnQCt).«t&iy ^bp^djffisvilfcv.bpt 
aiiumetiiattfiy// inip^bte^IJlkugbniJic 

G 2 



<tf fl p^&> fi> d fctft» khtfw,{tis<a our 



peaceable ej^^jjcq rffBMn&rs^ 
tp^U.fc^er^IV^flcage. ^ggj 

(MwrioUfe abb*qu9lfeiipf! wofeufcviw ^8 
^a«)E IWff Wca.w*.«aMt|6Ji^|b^ 

G 4 
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defoferibiMr, bdifibibdonsp tffri%owpfl»i o * 
mebtyJatnd) uwafraniy 06 (pfopertyiHil'i. 

tioo^f^h^rtiKrfb faci?ed Wgb<M)f>mWi-riii ■; 
kindii arsbthe certainjuaJ|appy^fFe<Stfc/* 
of it/bfkfields-txdyed ■= lia itbjood;*^!?© ~. ■ ^ 
cri^fer.of oi^phafia aoti ^widowa^iibeneftja; 
of ^hcancbaft/iuQlp^ too fully 'inftru£^ -•= 
uSr-^LQafe [into private liWe,T^be* 
hold iidnrrgood and pleafabt .a thing ■ 
it ki.lo riive together: in* unity ;*rrfte •• a 
is like the precious ointnwnDipoureAiu; 
upon jhe head of Aaron, that rjun 
down to his fldrts v — 'importing, .that; r 
this rT J?4)rn r 9f ; life is : felt a^d .0njpjf?d r f , 
not r pnly by governors of , kingdpm* Fr ,, 
but i^_f*criyed down to t f he ^ovve^ , 
raij^of Jife, and taPceajn tlje n}9$ v - ? 
prj^aie.repelTcs j— all,, fro^jjie $ng r ; , 



s.E«m©wax«na'8 89*3 

to titt^Kftfaft* artbmftottifcd ^HtdbAAob 
bleflkigpiaqttfapdfc whtthmt dMEfijubm 
no iSMMtfnq fanjany^thio^ UwirporkWw 
can-qgto^a-aldgja idftsfaf^gfigifeiei <r 

vinfttf Jfrmjiwo^lthe/f ru w-rfAfoiftbddr /io 
andiinchtiftfy/oiwTO tefl w©cd;^whid>! . 
befpttak^wtodiii cbft bq(fambrcb£ii«<h r ' 
it isciriHfctotal^wbich Jceep&Jup ithcUi 
harabtiy/andatadbf of the ^rto^fcrfcio 
prefefwsr^veryn thing: in it fnoih apia n 
and-ttftw^fiownnio ..j.^iq 3rto oJif .? 

There is one faying or our SavP 1 
ntf^flgHt^efa ^to#^ fi 

po{ftio i i{-m^hW <&mii&M m? 

7 
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JWfc^and be made //CDa§ftent with 
ft&&H~A'nd we findv^e.diftinguiihr 
'iagjtaarks. and doftwoev by wbiph 
ail l meb were to >knaw who t^em 
(Sbriftcs difciples,^»ttis f.«&at b^ridy^o 
lensrframc ■ of mindf/tofward* all; odr 
fellow* cueature*, whdth^/by itfelf, w 
a fufficient fecurity:£orcrfre particular 
facte) duty here reo<aifc>n^ndeds— fa 
far^fra|n': ! incditatiodBi.ofy war v-^fo? 
Icroefchinketfa no evil tQ his neighbour*; 
tWo 'fakfrom doing an jp,rrit!faAr botes- 
ttotyAiffifeaft thought; of -idj^ .but, tan 
f^BJcqiitfaty, rejoicei ^th vhecn that 
rejoio^ -fad' we^ps« ^rithiithtfm tab.it 
wrfcpv Jl^? '. c - ■ .-.,;c gsrfonr/ic! *)rii <>f 
^^Fhti'>debt chntliariltynhajiihigbly 



lodged to (i fc^^£&tt> hutaatfi&arti¥$ 

dogbt we ta'jpiyHf ia a. foJcatete^i. 
fpg&,— 4*br, •oguften,' wrare aJHod tte 
gather -in *ke < natural ^oiid> ©Jpibtioi 
therllood* ^anA:&itaifiarei^ 
anotber.-^W^'hawc theifsmoi^athet 
in heaven > who made us :and uakefcears 
df-~ti$ alL— ^Oiar^^arthLy /eixktf&iari 
ec&isr nearcVaMke^xhaathaxprfdeioT 
thfc v worjd cafrfe^^do i)e v r4mihded^afci 
r^for iAdam.wa& UiCviatiierit>fe'oaDaUy 
amd .Eve the mother &f; alH:ft^&g.t^ 
1Ehc prince. a<ad>thc;begg8f j fpcimg 
from thcfame.ftock^ as wide a&nxjqr 
as the branches are. — So that, iajthi* 
y\m* ithelnwftii.Wpftan &&i%il ifiay 



$4 .STOHlftHWJUHft. 

**H afor*tl€#c*o&v<# tt£i&ttifciftfouM, 

'boar; '&t7d ; fcverqq&ttyo*kti'M*V-'s 
'kind or cruel to him?!* IswtjfMlSld*- 

Jl»*i8iibte:commeroftj«ithfea«fefj^iffr, 
-f^-God' has, jdbccd ujj al|> injflne^gfl- 

rtiojr of mutual need «nd:*l$pendtjH??. 
?«ft>Tfoxe- i$ t» roan fa %bet$\jf 
-ttpdw&w Hh; «<rthty tb^iflgs,, m$° 



f |tutffid:hi*sg'»&b ^bVMjiptUbfeH^ mi 
- J%iki9 a-fooi atafcispuf fei»<ti$>e4&bte. 
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n^«ui|fibboBt(tbeaotlMf(^FC6.giabti«he 
Jifamfie > a£bnmd riabqifari jftrovfeehndlL 
-Jtfijn*** tfe<te^ftamiai|d6kte|g- 

Ai*W«iWyl§>eaCfe%;JWta*%vW fWflc- 
*tiori8n%CAd ^ypl«f^rwr8Sii»Whi^r,fiif 

fciM?m^tWth^%Y&^4hd%«^- 

Jua#b%al^ tHirHak^ ; '^ridW£e 
fairs, to make benignity of^Pemper 



S£HlMON3&?L ^f 

La»ttn^?duridatptbotbQi*iftWreft>i*d 
siiwUilora.**»a^iwtf3i8^iU530oddiwDtt'3ln 
. i (liferf&feedftrtdpdrin tocnt&i tofoesiit 
-gtf daoger^mfherfleach of change ti~ 
r4ftd> wci aft maytdtptnd. upon it, «hat 

.,f9fe(eea ;, oaufe*, may ; riqhtfr, „*»Ve 

3iFHW»1*^Tfcr; ffW"- of; P«i^c<?? wy 
be^afccn, r «Mi4 fhe grcateft, ,^ia|.p)»pr 
.t^d the wjgrl4: Jiaw -^pe^^i^d 
)o wh^ ^heoir^^dM; yh»*&WD. d^ 
,, ^hat , whicfy jjifttk rhaFWenf^aff) ,f??e 
.pan, n*ay befe| agotf^i^q^ggp* 

,<Wf* qugbt $o;gqve?n #* ^^jaur 

~*$ io Pfr— yfy»&**&. y^wHWift** 
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b^qjpn^awllMaft^thtewoft affiuew 
tnayi fee r ftwpt of aU,.A«d findfei$ 
worldly comforts like jforfti«yv»fi* 
thered leaves dropping ftot^ kH*y~~ 
8mo? nothing can befter become us* 
than hearts fo full of our dq>en<iapc% 
9$ to overflow with mercy* atad p*ty* 
$ad good-will towards mankind.— 
To exhort **s to this, is, in oihcr 
tfofcds, to exhort us to follow p$acq 
with all mm ;^r-the fifft i&. the ropt* 
—this the fijrif fruit a#d happy pro- 
4w6fe of it. 

Therefore, my beloved brethren 
in the bowels of mercy, let us put 
away anger, and malice, and evii 
fpeaking ;— let us fly all clamour and 
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with all rnen, and holincfs, t&at? ot& 
UttyfM'ThcPLoim ^ 1,f '-'no'> Y»V.how 

Which God of 'his infinite mercy 
grant, through the merits' or ms S&n, 
our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

7 V,; < v j.<: /v r T!3.«n 7;;iv/ v/ufh^VO el ?j: 
---,•'-/•. t-m ,:',.y..>v.-..>r il;7:-booj> bm 

■ '*)."•; ".:»M^---i ■•; ;•-: : R3 03 { <°blGW 
> -.-- > :; r; . r c : *.*«;", ; ',' ., mm Jin rilJ7.' 
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Jn&w i6\ F yukv box *>)y $fd>urr?. •*- 
tuo bi&f yfauifl brc ooMSDiIqar *i rt b ^o 
-©in if yd bsft/sq ^ r j v£fn .rn*3rh noqtf 
riiiw noqu DsjIqcJ >^/2 ^an ^bsfriBg 
oo? dluu c ;■:: ,no:ii3Vc fane sbnbloo 
\qV[ — ,no §ri:s;ir.) : ::3 b^n oi 7n.*)biv5 

r norifiDfjb3 vfj ji,:!.-^ n* ^d byftjrtt 

-lsq sria Hfi qii qofJ or Eamittmol Hiw 

ftera drtj i£fi; ,?,m3ri "wo 01 wgaJ 

l H 



SERMON XXVIL 

Search the Scriptures* . 
St. John v. 39* 

r 

Search the Scriptures. 

THAT things of the mod iriet 
timableufe and value, for want 
of due application and ftudy laid out 
upon them, may be palled by unre^ 
garded, nay, even looked upon with 
coldnefs and averfiorr, h a truth too 
evident to need enlarging orr.— Nor 
is it lefs certain that prejudices, con- 
trafted by an unhappy education; 
will fometimes fa ftop up all the pal- 
fages to our hearts, that the moft 
H 3 



o^A^'ty?^ *k*r*famt am 
jbrtlceiand impartiality'.-aife woufchbe 
paffmyiB*' ^ft-e* fcB«Aion. upon 
the agt/attHtelft* 'to ftj? 'it ifbwiog 
to one of ; thefe, tR& tfHofe'iitefti- 
mable isb&Ua, the "Safcwetfp Writftigs, 
Meet fttdftgh with a dSfrfcliih^iwhat 
aft&e* &* ^u&tioaafaa& .fafiMgii. 
^Wt) arf»oflg# |»^n»;wfccvftKu|3r 4 ic)r 
< J^tf^tatittfaod, dejfcajeyt^h&pe, 
t#n4 t^Hbe cfewnaed. with .wbw 3 tJaey 
«U-beawiei'andnaWMu,ifl d%fjTigal 
4iath^sv and. in othtc thutg^Kft&ld 
Wtrfe ^nai to bfcj»sJsfti$e<L*fl[iQogfl; 

■■ TfiBr^hasf BegUgeaoe, mi$ pfepofitfton 
flapped thtif «af* «g4iftl8p*te wise of 
<hfr chai-pwri - that tb«y tmfc^ver 



thofer a^fifc&sjaqi pag^H^khj ;inat* 

fiubHmo^nd noble paffage?, wfeisb* 

^bj^/the ?*ulg* sof Jbujyi ^191^11 "and 

i*fci&n$>8fey £** demanftr^d r #>^ J>e 

^e^%ceir ^fltiutahling^fikicfctp^o^ 
^ : g&?A« rtadl««i:ar*iadmhfir9rioff^he 

Vi r$¥ Ctefe fperifens, fticW)S&t*aflkq$ on 

"oftjftixtfhf! to^po^vgff ^Hfiiipjflai^yig, 

to wot-lnlaitiKtft^ fo - 

:^vfecifroj f^s^eh^^gg^ggificd 
H 4 



ticranTOii : 6F'I&rt)itf^ L ^tit6rdlh^ry m 

a dM-^^'&igh^Bi^mrgb^ 

ac&faiiBns 5 '' Cached ti^ fircliei- tfiafc m " 
th^^ : tes' afid j ptASf l tiP :£ 
th9 J Sib]^ th^/in rio r *; feftd™ 

thl«iMtS jut fbiy&rSf tte £d 



s btom o*t> ymn.z i«0, 

dearinto* 9Bh&Htt}reft>rogjgld<tti^fe 

h^MK&ngusas torn mmatyA 
a ^8 n $M*Mf$M$8$ ^^^- fi} 
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our mp and nectffitWfc but* 
gocriffy which is fimr willing 
confer upon us vKucw become 
to aflt, »d thee to grants ■ b e es 
thou haft promiied * b* nigh ut 
all that call upon thnr, — yea, us 
all fuch as call upon thee faith&itt 
—that thou wik fulfil the defire 
them that fear thee, that thou w 
alio hear their cry, and help them. 
Of all duties, prayer certainly 
the fweeteft and moft eafy,— The 
are fane duties which may fcem \ 
occafion a tfoublefocae oppofirion 1 
the natural workings of flefh ac 
blood;— fuch as the forgrrentfi < 
injuries, and the love of our enemies 
—others, which will force us ts 
avoidably into a perpetual ftroggl 



**^pi*f<** #titirtft* -foi IHfilfejL 

ilttoiw ^rl Alf%r%b&vCknlHA fto'cfr- 

cu*ftihctf\b**ft fftV'B&i 1 fi& < io6Tc 

rfwfi*teonrinii«g v cky tfcrfe, 'feut^pon 

dvukui m6od.^Bift!*»te , Htety<W 

fcbas n* foch oppoikion* utati&QmtfS 
to-j* tekcfeSfeboHocic ouc^jf-thy^fie^, 
*r>no:>fc««fito do* of thy <:&&bl#?£4&t 
^djg^at «**\ of thy.; MA >-^4t^'«dfr. 

Vol. VI. K 
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timely watchings; — it requireth i 
ftrength of parts, or painful ftud 
but juft to know and have a true fen 
of our dependance, and of the me 
eies by which we are upheld : — ai 
with this, in every place and poftu 
of body, a good man may lift up h 
foul unto the Lord his God. 

Indeed, as to the frequency of pu 
ting this duty formally in praftic 
as the precept muft neceflarily hai 
varied according to the different ft; 
tions in which God has placed us ;- 
fo he has been pleafed to determir 

nothing precifely concerning it : 

for, perhaps, it would be unreafoi 
able to expedt that the day-laboure 
or he that fupports a numerous famil 
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by the fweat of his brow, fhould fpend 
as much of his time in devotion, as 
the man of leifure and unbounded 
wealth. This, however, in the ge- 
neral, may hold good, that we are 
bound to pay this tribute to God, as 
often as his providence has put an 
opportunity into our hands of fo 
doing •,— provided that rio plea, drawn 
from the neceflary attention to the 
affairs of the world, which many 
men's fituations oblige them to, may 
be fuppofcd to extend to an exemp- 
tion from paying their morning. ar>d 

evening facrifice to God. For it 

feems to be the leaft that can be done 
to anfwer the demand of our duty in 
this point, — fucceflively to open and 
fhut up the day in prayer and thankk 
K 2 
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givtwg i««4ince there is-infot a mdmk^ 

tHotl' rife%'or a night ; thou -i iaysft 
fckmrn,'.'but thou art indebtedvfor<Ji8sq> 
ttoe watchful provide^enofsAiriilghty 
God. — ^-'Darid andnDlfcaineH-^^ihwfe 
names are! recorded 'in^SoJijrfur&tfbY 
future exatftple':«*ithe finfll, tbbugfajifl 
mighty kingi, cmbamflgJLavith, wars 
abroad, and unnatural difturbancca^t 
home i a.a^a5 ( iQn ftv one Jr ^9 1 u j l4 1 thjnk, 

Jellor. ; and firfl.^in/iftpr, gf^je^fjie 
;. great : Nebucfr adnezzffo .^d^ t,h/»i,i$i 
. .perpetually. : f^igued,, wiffe; ^^ip 
*f a, m,^h,ty. ; kingdon], n 3nfy h&jgp- 
• foment of the, ^ofoOTfjr.^f 



Babylon,/: widch wds owftswjtodvte 
his. admmiftration ;~— thpughAneaEftftf 
yerfon of an idolatrous kidg,^ aag 
amidft the temptations ofl a }uixuri©<is 
c©«i*,— HrrjjeB n«»er negtefted-hejnie 
God; jfawt^riisn wfc-r«»lfrT-bfe, kneeled 
upon, iis Kinees three ^tfrnes-a day, 
and prayedpiand: gave diinks- before 
him. *.'.ii'..'jj:b :!■:•;?[ m;; hnr. .'...,o':'rr- ' 

A ' frtJ^wSbi ; 'c<Mtefpdnt!thce - With 
vheaveti fiy 1 prayer ana devotion^ i^'ilfie 

^^'tf' f a8ii»Mieiit b Mtf v fflp^ort'6f 

'Jplrk^ife^it &e$> tKn^of a 
God' warnv alritf lively -WftnYh \is,-si*i- 
^fdi ,; ^f^^dil^JlMfe{ir'aftaltefcs 
to' : gu&fth over u^-tnat'^dlf ^1 
a^tempWion 11 prevaB 'a^jHJfc "hs; .f^u 
Who 1 " eafi^nteftaih' * Mfe^' -aft ?<h- 

K 3 
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it, who h inceflantly conwfing with 
hisGod?*^ornot defpife^very tetqpt- 
ation this lower world can ofier fcj*»* 
when, by his conftant addcdfes before, 
the throne of God's majefty, he brings 
the glorious profpcft of heaven per- 
petually before his .eyes.? 

I cannot" help here taking notice 
of the do&rine of thofe who would 
refolve all devotion into the inner 
man, -and think that there is nothing • 
more requifite to exprefs our reverence 
tQ God, but purity and integrity of 
heart,- — -unaccompanied either with 
words or aftions. — To this opinion it 
may be juftly anfwered, — that, in the 
prefent ftate we are in, we find fuch 
a iftrong fympathy and union between 
our fouls and bodies, that the one 
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cannot be touched or fenfibty affe&cd, 
without producing fome correfpond* 
ing emotion in the other.— Nature has 
affigned a different look, tone of voice, 
and gefture, peculiar to every paffion 
and affedtion we are fubjeft to; and» 
therefore, to argue againft this ftridt 
correfpondence which is held between 
our fouls and bodies,— is difputing , 
againft the frame and mechanifm of • 
human nature.— We are not angels, 
but men cloathed with bodies, and, 
in fome meafure, governed by our 
imaginations, that we have need of all 
thefe external helps which nature has 
made the interpreters of our thoughts. 
—And, no doubt, though a virtuous 
and a good life are more acceptable 

K 4 



itf* S,Bf»MO N coram. • 
in the £ght pf God, (ban $kher praye 
or . thaa^igiving •,— for behold, * 
obey is better than facriike, and & 

hearken than the fat of rams ; r.c 

vcrthcicf>» as the one ought to b 
done, fo the other ought not, by an 
means, to be left undoae.~As Go 
is to be obeyed, — fo he is to be wcr 
(hipped alfo. — For although in wan 
holincfs and integrity of heart is th 
ultimate end of the divine difpenfa 
lions*,— yet external religion is 

certain means of promoting it. 

Luc a of then? has its juft bounds 
—and therefore, as we would not b 
fo carnal as* merely to reft contents 
wi:h the one, — fo neither c&n we pre 
tend to be fo fpiritual as to negled 



the oilier. 



grees -of- ostfFlbVe W'-ttVi&tfai 1 W 1 
hito, ; 'th6o*fc> *8<> MUlff wftHiH&a J 
thole outw&rd^rk* "tf^H: ^l^i G%8 b 
hittifelf 4iar-&c^"^ritbJi»ariy OJ plAifea fl 
to comm^d''liS !: to J pray :) <8 rl fiim jSiL* 
that we trtigfit-beg tHc-^IJaricei'** 2 ' 1 
his grace ttf'wortewlih^ i^airiteo& i! 
own mfinhk%J(v^-that ! w^ , «igKt : 'ac 1 > 
knowledge^ tobeV'wh'aVhrfe,- ih£ h 
fupreme Ltirdtf f tfie tohdfc- wfcrld 1 ^ 1 
that we mightftettify^e KiVfe we" h^ 
of allhls'iittrcleVferid loW^kihdtieft- 
to us,^and-i 1 G6iVfefi that- Be Jtti^hcPi 
propriety «tf every thi«g-w*T€hjdy,^ w 
thattht- esirth4s'th^ Ljir^s^slndJtihe" 
fulncfs thereof. '^ :;0 *& 
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Thus much of this duty of prayei 
in general. — From every individua 
ic may be reafonably expefted, from 
a bane reflection upon his own fta< 
tion, his perfonai wants, and the daily 
blefiings which he has received ir 
particular ;— but, for thofe bleffirgi 
beftowed upon the whole fpecies ir 
common,— re afon feems further t< 
require, that a joint return (hould b< 
made by as many of the fpecies a 
can conveniently aflemble togethe 
for this religious purpofe. — Fron 
hence arifes, likewife, the reafonable 
nefs of public worfhip, and facrec 
places fet apart for that purpofe 
without which, it would be very diffi 
cult to preferve that fenfe of God anc 
religion upon the minds of men 
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which is fe fiec^flary to their wdjU 
being, confidered only as a civil fo- 
ciety, and with regard to the purpofes 
of this life, and the influence which 
a juft fenfe of it muft hav$ upon their 
a6tion$. — Befides, men, who ane uiHWd 
in focieties, can have no oth$r cc~ . 
ment to uaite them like wife in re- 
ligious ties, as well as in jmanners of 
worfhip and points of faith, but the 
inftitution of folen^n times and pub- 
lic places deftined for that ufe* 

And it is not to be . cjueflioned, ' 
that if the time, as well as ptoce, for 
ferving God, were once cdnfidered as 
indifferent, and left fo far to every, 
man's choice as to have no calls to 
public prayer, however a fefrfetof reli- 
gion might be preferved a while by a 
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fcw fpectilative men; yttft hat the brik 
of mankind would lofe- alt knowledge 
of it, and in time live without God in 
the world.— Not that private praye* 
is the lefs our duty, the contrary ol 
which is proved aboVe; and oiii 
Saviour fays, that when ^e pray tt 
God in fecrer, we (hall be rewarded 
openly ; — but that prayers which are 
publickly offered up in God's houfe, 
tend more to the glory of God, and 

the benefit of ourfelves: for this 

reafon, that they are prefumed to be 
performed with greater attention and 
fericufnefs, and therefore mod likely 
to be heard wich'a more favourable 
acceptance. — And for this, one might 
appeal to every man's bread, whe- 
ther he has no: been a fife fled with 



?ft9g«gatipi»9f^ faints, ^pr^i^ 

ther,, in their feveral capacities, to 
give glory in this manner to ttajr com- 
mon Lord. — Every creature which 

bnn ; ^.m.) to /i0;- ;,: 0* ':nom 01:9^ 
was in heaven,' and on earth, and un- 

der the earth, and luclt as were in the 

leas, and all tWat were in them/ heard 

vb'^f t?o:a oioV}-,j^\ : > or ^Tbrilrjohi* 
glory, and power, be untd him that 

Etteth upon the throne. 

Put here , it piay be a(ked, that if 
3#F ^#^^& ^g/f^P PJ& 
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mote the glory of God, — and is w 
is fo indifpenfably the duty and be 

fit of every chriftian ftate, h 

came it to pafs, that our blefled 
viour left no command to his follt 
ers, throughout the gofpel, to fet 
public places of worfhip, and k< 
them facred for that purpofe ?— • 
may be anfwered, — that the necefi 
of fetting apart places for divine w 
Ihip, and the holinefs of them wf 
thus fct apart, feemed already to ha 
been fo well eftablifhed by forn 
revelation, as not to need any expr 
precept upon that fubjeft : — for tl 
the particular appointment of t 
temple, and the confinement of w< 
Ihip to that place alone, were or 
temporary parts of the Jewifh cov 
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nant ; yet the rwoeSky ami *fo*ty of 
having places fotnewbere fotemaiy 
dedicated to G«d carried * moral 
reafon with it» and therefore was not 
abolished with the ©eremoDteJ part of 
the law. — Our Saviour cams not to 
deftroy, but to fulfil the Iawj*r~and 
therefore the moral precepts of it, 
which promoted a due regard to the 
divine Majefty, remained in as &11 
force as ever.,— And accordingly we 
find it actefted, both by chriftiaen and 
heathen writers, that fo foon aa, the 
fccond century, when the number of 
believers was muchincreafed, and tbe 
circumftances of rich converts -en- 
abled them to do it*— rthac drey. -be- 
gan to ere# edifices .for- diwoc wor- 
fhip ; — and though, under the fsowtas 
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and opprtffioA of the ciy*L power, thity 
every Sabbath aflenUed themfciw 
therein, that with oaclieart and oAc 
lip they might declare whofe they 
were, and whom they ferved, aad^is 

^ the fervantsof one Lord, might offer 
up their joint prayers and petitions; 

I with there was no reafon to la- 
ment an abatement of ..this religious 

. zeal amongfl: chriftians of later days. 
—Though the piety of our forefatheri 
feems, in a great meafure, to have 
deprived us of the merit of building 
churches for the fervice of God, there 
can be no fuch plea for not frequentiqg 
them in a regular and folemn man- 
ner. — How often do people abfent 
themfelves (when in the utmoft djf- 
trefs how to difpofe of themfelves) 
8 



e^hmh^aretfbfo*^ ^ttfcllidpWt 
-*Kit!ttbc *wrihip of God SU-^>tfflB^%* 
Ytiiflc #h« doy-tway, Of apiply '|riy 
<? portion of h tqi Secular coftc^rns^ a 
iimkgc aJitW* 1n the Slfcfia ftrtft. 

* Ftom m&'&ubr of ^bffe y pfeyet 

*rifc* aiio&e*; which 1 tatitloc help 

fp*iktrtg ; elf, it biing fe*^i$toi 

Sopati it i— t mean, a ienofis', devout 

? ifld refpe£!tflfl Behavtour, "wficii we 

, #fe performing this foleqjn duty la 

i&« hpufe of God.— This is furcly 

the lea ft that can be necefiary in jtfae 

Immediate prefence of the Sovereign 

of the world; upon whole acceptance 

df our aadrefies all our prefent and 

future nappiQcfs depends. 
Vol. VI. ? L 



, E^tprqal, behaviour jsdie refqk l $jf 
in^aird, J ?Y?rence f r .and^is therefore 
jjfcrt,of oui; duty to Gctdi whom ,^e 
are, t^ wqrlhip ia bo$y M as welL^s 



.o.vAnd^t^v^io >otiei*(b0uJ4be wanting 
in outward refped and ,decctfum be* 
fern.; am earthly; prinpe^or;- fuperior, 
j»#cli kit. fhotdd we -be fo before 
i)IP, r whPjtn the hcavea okyheaveos 
cannot contain. a: .•- -.-t fit ;-;f;i; 
ribBfotwkhfl&nding : ' the; obviouftfefc 
4f tfais^braflch **f dm^^Jbifecwhs 
often W be little* ttneterftood^ and 
<*tobever '#H1 take 1 * ' gewgmlifijrv^ 
- ^ church behaviour, will after* mfOit 
With fteties of fad Variety.-i^What^a 
tdln of indolence add i?*d!evot!0ft 

, fometimes feems to rtm tHWu^botft 
2 



whole congregations !— what ill-timed 
p&fe db fbmetakfe in putting 8n'a^ 
W6tgiy^ln& indiffcreitt^ in 3 ^ 
%ofcik(Af&rig parts 0/ this 'dtty^S. 
even when they are making conffetfidta 
^£- 1 that firfsl' i^i ?if t^ey^'weiretaffifam- 
^# to^tlio^^ 
cG<rf^Swelyv-w a«fcfcefc ourfeftfi* 
*$> 1 his * infinite Majeftjr : afttet^ a^ jifeg- 
ligenc artd difp&ffionate martnerv^bfjw 
fides the immediate incKgnoyjooffeiu 
4dj : it is - a fad? figo we IMe -confider 
£acMd&Rg$:wc aik for**n4&r Ids 
deferyfcc jheafc/wrl^des^dwliat risfe.cE 
firmer, ^afejfe our freart;^ 4{f«$Mt 

m £<m i m th . il -^r^ ^s mi $ 

in^ch. aa .^q ihadpw rPf .flewt^Q^ 

^Jiole bgfcter than, the pa^ft^t^- 

4wg dft?!f! |>ead^,-ror ^Qfioiu^g ^(^ 

La 



til iiTOli dW tt&M- 

S^V^ta fo'eonie"^ p?bftra& 

KeaveW arid 5 irt thai pJ&e ' which' ' '& 
particular^' tiPttkgMitt fy fefe' pr^ 
fence,/, is fiiflieient ib^ucertienif for 
any one to watch -over his lmagv- 
nation, ami guard againft the leaft ap- 
pwfeancc o£ fevny anddifre^eit I ' 

- 1 Atf Snwtfrd fineerJty'wilf tiP itdurfe 
fcrfc&nee r ^heot)tva*d deport rtrtnti 
^•wfterU'tHe on^w^a^ii^t&ete 
8" gTeat'reif^ tofefpeai^h*'?*)^^ 
<8f '¥h€"otiielQ— 1 1 6WA : fo iiMpoffitetei 
ftH&6freh happens^ that *hW4»tqrfiat 
garb of religion may be'^rh, Oka* 
there is little within of a piece with 
k)— hut 1 believe the convert of 

g >: - 



fa jmip^ ,&&*$$ ta> e &$ 
tarn* ^itt^fflipm^Bf 

ligdous diipofitions : and, it it poffef- 
fes the power of godlinefs, — will have 
the external form of it too. 

Ma^-j^od. grant us cd Be dqfaSfciyqj 

^J^l^arithQ^n^, of i^/aff^ ifi 
jhtimn^ t& j»dg*.th$ wcy£f)ioWft{ip|y. 
latrf ttrbakieto X)f their e^d«M«}Cg 

,rj:.. jjji'I f; 1;. :;:.:;; /> c?I J * i / si ::isdl 
to '>h?>no'} 3/b -.JV->iirJ 1 Jud — ^ jf 

* 8 
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SERMON XXIX. 

The Ways of Providence juftified 
to Mam 

Psalm lxxiii. 12, 13. 

Behold tbefe are the ungodly wboprtfper. 
in the world, they increafe in riches. 

Verily % I have cleanfed my heart in 
vain y and wajhed my hands in inno- 

cency, 

TH I S complaint of the Pfalnnft^s 
concerning the promifcuous di~ 
ftributioir of God's blefiings to the 
juft and the unjuft, — that the fair 
fhould fhine without diftm&ion upon 
the good and the bad, — and rains 
defcend upon the righteous and unr- 
L 4 



nv sxik^ ®nfl> mac? 

at one time or othdr:hifc TsiilHd/iloubcffr? 
tc* idcfccaroefc a»d perpi^n^e,^^ 
ofivoiem I£thftfwciffg9(^^»f^^ 
the' eaiith doea> look titifu >iy hence- Jq\ , 
much ditederia thfe fecfi,o€ jthingsl: ; 
-#*fcHy is kptrmtctcdb thai-wife. and 
• good iftdiij fhdultf be -l$ft; ^ftpi) a prey , 
«f &> usafly! fnHifctts 4n#4iftfefles *£ . 
llft^rf^WlftK'tho. guilty afid fpol$V 
triumph in their offences, ap4 even the , 

-^fe.tbtt)^ » an^ewdr^cbttithfiign 
fei)e ^er^ism fbcuim,fta«jof5 ^^a^dft 
WHfc'-pinUhiiiciity . to tako^lase afem 
tfc& l&v**. Whereka all thofei n^cqiwa}^ * 
tbftPflwlHi'fcfe f inuid$;**e.to* -/wham Jtbe- 



be£donflden^[indfJi»h?lienG«9dofe4^i 
bfcjuffciacdpMt alJi tojjmipfeiAfldbs fcfQis 
mDatbfhiiHhfae afltfp&rbo io smb sno jb 

iv&tfto^f^^ftf tfce'wdfldj andifrwrdo 
rfehe* -te'!po(ftffio«lpoia»4)fiioridiftmwl.r 

p{jrpofe *diiM it httwfeeeri to Ha«* 

iridted, thdttl* 1 h**c tlwttfed *»y 
heart in ^Aih, ami waflied my v himdi' 
inrtrittoc«!ncy. •; - •■ '• --•• *»■ fc-n-.iiht 

It is /artfier ; raia;ahd^arB d i 5 
mfifref ditcdb tirfwcr tt> the pairic,«HS--» 
t,h«t wh<n • < God created man; that htf 
nrltghc make frim capable ttf receive 
ki^' fcapprnef* at his hands hefeaftetjr 
-*Ae endbired: htm ' with J&be9fty; asd^ 
fkedtfttt of 'choice, ; whhoot~wBich iicf» 
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couW f ftPfc'..hw* been a -Creator© ami 
cpttfttaWdrfor his aftions;— w-thatitr 
is rarely from the badaife he; niakeifc 
of thefe giftsy~that all thofe inftanth 
ces of irregularity do refulr, upoa; 
which the complaint is here ground*: 
ed> — which could no ways be prevent* 
ed, but by *he total fubverfion of hu- 
man liberty ;~*hat (hould God make 
bare his araa, and irtterpofc on every 
injuftice-thar is committed,— man- 
kind might be faid to do what wa& 
right, — tout, at the fame time, to lofe 
the mer^of ^ fince th^y would aft, 
Under Jpjqa? and necefiity, and pot. 
from ^determinations q{ tfciir<owft 
i^iindjr^that, upon thi%, fyppofttiom, 
-r-a xfim copld . with w ?no$$ rc^forv 
e*$je& ty gq to heaven far a<&& qf &jni? > 



pcrance^ ijufticc, and htmiaiitof, i*hl£? 

and thtrft, which nature; diredcd^—*i 
that ; God has [ (dealt wklrimaflJ tujpoft; 
better tern&H-^he ha& fitft endowed' 
him with liberty "i*fid free- Will .iuu-u-- 
hd has fet lif<? and deafly 'gtfbtf an* 
evil; Trefoil hich i-^that hfe Ms gtvcfr* 
him faculties to find out what will be 
ths confeqtt$itce& of either way tit 
a&ing, and then left him to cake which; 
cqurfe his itafoa and direction fhatt' 

p£HltOUt, . . ^ ^rjd— : ::lVh 

^Pfliatt ddiftr frbfo etrfftgfo^kftf 
ftffflief npoti J either of tW ttikgxkg 
aliments iti rindidatioh? -'tiP'^GfiflV 
prtfVkfence, which art urgeff f& *MP 
witfrfo fhucfi force and cbftVi^H&h, 4 ^ 
tolfavenoroomfora rt^iW^fc^ 



the good, and the feeming happifcqfr 
of (he wicked* could not; be pthcrwife 
in fach a free ftate and. cpncUtion 9s 
this in which we are placpd^ , 

In all charges of riii^ kihd, we ge- 
nerally take two thiiigS iof granted ; 
— ift, That in the inftances we give; 
We know certainly the good from the 

bad ; and, adly, The refpeftivi 

ftate of dieir enjoyments or fufifer* 
ings. " 

I (hall, therefore,- in the remaining 
part of njy j&fcourfe, ? {ake up yoiiij 
time wiU> a (hort inquiry into^ the 
difficulties of coming net only at the 
true characters of men,— -— but like* 
wife of knowing either the degrees of 



^TB^HTo/^nefc WW tactful 

flWPTft 'fcur^udgrrients of o&erj'i 
—the fceerfffi^to -winch f Mtf'coni 

i^pflr .^4ppi5§S:.upo^,th<},^ys of 

3r ;Fw ithSHgb- -#* nufcws,: of the 
good* ;and 7 .the profpcriQr. .of the 
y&to!&>i9r*t&iftoip genejgi tQrbe^efc 
tried ; — yet I lhall endeavour to (hew* 

that the particular inftances we are 

•ui:»n:..;t..« 3iU .'.: r -j}>^-'-'- •••■ A >■■■:'■ ? # 
Sptto produce, when we cry out in 

fte words of the JPfalmift, Lo! theft! 

. 3re the un^orny,— thefe profper, ari# 

arc happy in the world •,— I fay, I 

ffiall endeavour to fhew, that we arb 

To 'igri&rant of the articles' or the 



f5 l SERM&N f kfclfr: 

<jtarg*i«*»and the evidence we go titpon 
to make them good is fo lame and 
defe&ive, — as to be fufficient brp'it- 
felf to check all propenfity ta expos- 
tulate with God's providence, allow* 
ing there was no other way of clear- 
ing up the. matter reconcileably to 
his attributes. 

And, firft, — what certain and in- 
fallible marks have we of the good- 
nefs or badnefs of the bulk of man- 
kind? 

If we truft to farrie and reports,— 
if they are good, how do we know 
but they may proceed from partial 
friendlhip or flattery ? — when bad, 
from envy or malice, from ill natured 
farmifes and conftru&ion* of things ? 
— and* on both fides, from fmall 
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£$ke,n-and fometimes through, tha 
qn%ilful rdation of even truth »it* 
fcJf?~From ibme, or all of whicft 
£M*fe> krhappens, tHat the charted 
ter&f d£ , nran, like the foifoosifes of 
|J»e . Egyptian are--co.be received 
and read with caution $*- they * are 
generally drefifed out and disfigured 
with fo many dreams and fable v that 
every ordinary reader fh all not be 
able to diftinguifh truth fronr&Ue* 
hood. — But allowing thefc re$e<5tions 
to be too. fevere in this matter,-— 
thai; po ftiph thing as envy ever le& 
f^n^d a.ipanVchara&er, or malice 
j^ckpned H i — yet the characters of 
men. are Jiot eafily penetrated, m 
th$y depend often upon the retired, 



unfceo> parts of ftcaanh iifcpttfflfce 
beft And eruefc pfctpfo radft-ftoitt, 
and the worft of afiuuw, 4pc (liferent 
reafons, will be fe t*o.M8ome~'ttfen 
are modeft, and fcom t<* take ;£ah 
to tide their virtues; -aod, from J a 
natural diftance and Tefcnre m *Wir 
tempers, fcarce fufler their gdkl 
qualities to be known* — others^- on 
the contrary, put in practice a than- 
fand little arts to counterfeit virtues 
which jthey have not,— the bettcecto 
conceal thofe vices which they really 
have j— and this under fair ihows of 
fan&ity, good- nature, generality, or 
fome virtue or other, — too fpecious to 
be feen through,— too amiable and 
difintercfted to be fufpc&ed. — Thefc 
hints may be fufficient to (hew how 



*&&&*& tfreama fe th*TnfCtt*it*>f 
,ifl&VAba£ ooc imy f^aftdpi&ritMr, 
*rw*todb fcjt, .that even tha% in) may 
nSBfcxaatoULomt come tb'tbe know- 
ErWgcba£iiop:iannot faffigiew by kWf 
& ttnphpryft— eg a . man citfcergoodor 
?iMd«<m-TlKfeaic;jMiinbcm of cwaun- 
bibjfcerwbichattcndeverjr a&XM o£a 
n«KM^iifc, irfuck can never comedo 
-ofcir knovfedge of the +*Adf—jtt 
e*dgbt tobcfcKma, and wdNreigfed, 
obefortrfauence wicb any jHftfee din 
vltespafibd upon tem.-~A raiii *&tjr 
HtiBBcdifiattQt rkw» and a^iflSswit 
ifnffc&f. tflwgs horn *3uz> hi* jaiges 
ofcwc* «fci«baj: ic -uadcrfhods aod 
b&db^^o^vbacpe&s widen inoo, isfljr 
sbci f mjmLVK^ artd op ^otpty tfaepc 
?& eweu . : A man, tko2$b Iwiiiy 
Vot- VL M 



iofin^jr, jppffonw; ootnplt&ional d^ 
isft, wJuebpffthaps itnot'ifrJm pow«tr 
to cbrfeft;*— may- be fiibjedt to iaad* 
Vertcraiesv-Mto ftarte — and' -unhappy 
tita* of temper 5' he may My open- tfr 
fcare* he is not ateaysaWafe of; or, 
through T^iibrarice and* f want of in* 
formation *£nd proper helps, he may 
Kibotrrin t^cfark :-~iriratt Which cafes, 
H<f may do many thittgfr which are 
Wrong ill tWmfelVes, and y^t be in- 
ribi^'nt ;— ai: ledft an object rather to 
be pitied' than" cenfured with Te verity* 
and "ill- will.— Thefe are difficulties 
which ftand in every one's way in the 
forming a judgment of thfc characters 1 
of others^— "Bur, for once, lerus Alp- 
pofe therp all to be got over, fo that 

we could fee the bottom of every 

* .' ./■'■ " "■ • . - ;. .- -. v v i^. ., ■• «,. .. 



word j ro^ae^ or hooeflrj Jam; was 
visMt AitegibJy in everj^ xn^^fece* 
t^f;fl&L<ofifcj,coyl<l pofiibly miftake 
«*rr?y# ^tlH;*bp Jiappjmfc)<|£ bo{ll 
#8 9*5 «*rffef ,.9^cfe n w^ich is ;hc 

dccifioDS ar$ little more, than randotn 
g,ueflfes.--r--Fof who^caii.feafch the 
heart of man? it, is treacherous 

SrIJ::.'j].]:iL> 3:- :>. :u 1 — .fiiw-JM aJ'.- 

even to ourfclves, and rpuch more 

-likely to imppfe upon others,— Even 

in laughter (if you will oeheve Solb- 

mon) the heart is lorrowful ; tht 

mini fits drooping* whtyt the count e* 

nAi^ -*J £<*y : — and even ne, who it 
Mi 
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the objeQf'of envy to thofe : who 
look no further than the furface of 
his eftate,— may appear at the fame 
time worthy of compaflion to thofe 
who know his private recedes.' — 1k- 
fides this, a man's unfiappihefs is not 
to be afcertaihed fo much from what 

is known to Have befallen him, 

as from his particular turn and caft 
of mind, and capacity of tearing it. 
'—■Poverty, exile, lofs of fame or 
friends, the death of children, the 
dearefl; of all pledges of a man's hap- 
pinefs, make not equal impreffions 
upon every temper. — You willfee one 
man undergo, with fcarce the expence 
of a figh, — what another, in the bit- 
ternefs of his foul, would go mourn- 
ing for all his life long : — nay, a'hafly 



■m**-. -,wv> wn ^??^ ty k ?$. a f ° ft 

■JftM ^/jjHU^ ^^^f"^. and 

true with regara to misfortunes,— they 

ments : — we are forraeddiflerently,— 
have ^djfferenf: ^taftes and perceptions 

..education, ■ or .a particular . caft of 
mindj-r-it happens that neither the 
ufp or f pofiefl^on of the feme enjoy - 
merits and advantages, { produce the 
fam£ happinefs arid contentment* — 
but tbaf it differs in every man almoft 
^ccordfrig r ;tq his tempered com- 
ply xipn :■— fo that the fel£fame happy 
. accidents in life, which ,lhall give 
^ptqres ro the choleric, pr fanguine 

; " ' 4/ " n "'m 3 ' ' "" 
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by the cbld and phtegmatici^and fo 
oddty perplexed are the accounts *f 
both human happinds and miferym 
this worM, — that trifles, light » air, 
fhatl be able to make tftfc KWrw? of 
fome rncri fihg for jby^at thfe fcftie 
time that bthefs, witli-'WekTbl^ffitigs 
and advantages, with<5ttt"tKe power 
of ufing them, have their 7 hearts he&Vy 
and difcoWrttcd. :; ' :j "' " ■• 

Ate* ! if the; principles, pf cpm^pt- 
niqnj §!«-«<* within -u$,— tfhej ^eight 
$f (Utipn apd worldly, grandeur will 
,a$ foon. add a cubit, to a A&a'-s ftature 
& toiky h?ppin?fs. 

This J wilt fogged to WliOw Kttle 
a way we have gone itowai»ds-the 



Bjftffl?!fJ , Wg/ l %. PM*# ,#? m nfe 
T-A«igh^KrW^ff^!. c«*W. Jfc. «* «i> 
( ^J^ifl(V^itiS}g!!ea odds.whetbor %e 

Should ind any thing to, make raio- 

fcraWe amends for the pains and 

''$&&* if eMrilbitog'tjp fo »|fi#.-*-. 

* ;W6i*riti^~jJefhap», biiUbdW dwigeft 

11 and'#fidW?itf6trt>tes fHlFs^^ndf fti«h a 

^'gfeFdiiidTof head bcfidesi^as'*) tbake 

a wife man wifti he tote*- welt down 

^ 3 jajgaiOfjup^ftj^he . ievej.-ftf Jo , calculate, 

%:)ttonfe9b ^obappine^,of /; mankii)d 

M 4 
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byjkuvfattoaa and fatfnotirs* l^tka 
moft docwftrih of. all rotes v ■ " * » *f» r: 
great, a* doubt* is ther :happindr 
which a moderate fortune, *nd mode* 
rate defira, with a <oafcioufo?fe ^f 
virtue, wiUfecureaoun.-^nMaiiy are 
thefileat pk*fures of -the boncft pea* ' 
fanft, whoi rife* cbearfulljr to his la- 
bour:— leek into his dwelling*— — 
where the jbeoe of every man's hap- 
pineft chiffiy lies ;— -he has the fame 
domestic endearments,— as much joy 
. and comfort in his children,— and as 
flattering hopes of their doing well,— 
to enliven ftis hours and gtad his heart, 
as you couldxronceive it the moft af- 
fluent ftatioDv— And I make fio doubt, 
in general, Ifut if the true account pf 
his joys and fufferings were to be 



S EHtXK01SrOXK&& 8169 

bahnteed jratoitWfebof haobeftere^ 
that-tfee-upflbt #ouflt' jitttoie>y& bo 
litdtermpyeritharij tkis,-*&hab tbe rich 
matfbf»abtlfe,?Mr^Vrtea^-^t the 
pod* <foftli*fc»ift»te* (Jfcffiadn^the 
on#t4i^ffiMoren|0ic«ir^u-^^«' able 
phytigafon&i *flfcr&> atfi^qhlft* tb 
rigtftfe jsidtlft* <&^mfere$toaM and 
foun*Kft ni te ,w feisai r b6»i«» asftfr-lefe 
oc«$ah2fift«theii?vhelp jioat&a^'jaftcr 
theTe^W *%hfekr* t%t«Mkt^th(;m 
wer^!J)SieftcP,^rt-- ; aM r, «t?feP 3 tTiftigs 
thef tar tpr3' : a fc&F^W¥Fthe 
furrihllj^faS^aVitt'pt^qaTi 1 M6ws 
as ftttoi 3adoNfcfci ^r?h°bi*a1t&6*' as 
fragtenfc,J«ipiMiJ the -8fte^TthtM$ther>y 
— aridl'thatP'ihey ha!ve l a'ft-e^ i tfa1 !i ffiai i e 
in all thf'beaifties arid real' beriefits 
of nkure.-^Tfiefe hints may be fuf- 



i 7 o *#ii w&w x&x. \ 

ftcttni to fecw whkt^^^W^fcd frtjm 
thfttv^the difficulties which, /attend 
us in judging, truly either of? >the hap- 
praels or the mifery of the bulfcef 
mankind, — the evfcfenfee beirig M\ 
more defe&ive iri ^this^'eafe^as «he 
matter <rf fad is hdrif tacomeatV-- 
than even in that of Judging of thtir 
true char afters; of both which, in 
general, we have fach i«xperfe& 
knowledge* as will teach, us candour 
in *ur determinations ; r upon each 
others ^ ' ■' . ..■-.- -;■■ . ../;-• 

But the nfrain purport , of this 4if. 
courfcy i$ to ttach ps huitviliry in our 
reafoniWgs- upon the ways of the -Al- 
mighty,' i o-:. ' ... -.j.uirio-v /.-.•.:: 

ll ~ -Thatchings tfe'dferffrtoi^iH^ in 
Ais wdrld^is-tfn* of fhe^rortgWlha- 



just* mm*. *#& <*>> 

JtendahetefiHse abratttfthe 9tf$rdy$9n*: 
-^eMe«bctefs,yft j,afn r per&gdfdr jhe 

^^SfMntfe dnal profperitjr'of t bad xnen 

•j mtnm gwdcasx>ur gener^gbaaptoifits 

rf»ak«:ct^wfn $«»3«wi» rwkml> isnaot (the 

cafe,— that we were not ableto ckah«jp 

1 i!be>niatter, lURiwrfjwf ^r«{jn«^ably 

Tijwith Gbd^j/juftide .- 9n^i providence, 

• J A- vhatt ihaJt vara : ?iafef i-e^Wihy* «he 

moft becoming conclufion is^ttWrtthat 

.ii^|}8 ! ^<rinfta9Fe.i5o^, u ppt ; p ) (3many 



I7t ^^CM0»M«CS5C 
flibuM tbi«4 or xt&y other rdigbes 

whylbobld it alarm hira ; more than 
ten thousand other t&fifcuktes which 
every day*Uide hh m6ft e<te9t ehd «e« 
tentive tfeaarch ?~4)oe4jim<th£rfitea!Jt 
eft flower io the field* v*r«he &aaUeft 
blade of grafs, baffle the underftarcl* 
ing of the tnoft penetrating mind? — 
Can the deepeft inquiries after nature 
tell us, upon what particular fize and 
motion of parts the various colours 
and taftes of vegetables depend ;— 
why one' Ihrub is" laxative, — another 
reftringent j— why arfenic or hellebore 
fhoulcttay wafte this noble frame of 
oiirs,— or opium lock up all the in- 
roads to bur fenfes,— and plunder us, 
in To meix3efsamanner|ofreafon and 



ji^j d ai te fidm^ftfe^ 
ckfrimtfjtftoe^ not 

tfefljfhsbnu ad: offtrd ,.^/n^ Io ^'asic 

Go therf? — proud man T— arid wneflt 

siuifcn wile ^nmr-j- 4 y-) c )f'jfij *?b.2 
thy nead turns giddy witn opinions or 
bns *m,t ij&UwdiEa ;t.:-v joqi; xu X\% 
thy own wifdonv'that thoy wouldft 
PAUolqp wqiikv ^i ; ^ -i-j.-; to nonorn 
correct th? meafures of the Almighty, 
— j bmqtju 23idi;i3.T>:>Y *o p^Jirr .^.*- 
—go then,— take a full view of thy- 

felf in, this elafs i— confider thy own 

:nac-.>rhn icPw.^i. ,»* ; yn^imilf). 

faculties, — how narrow and imperfeft* 

Io :-i:.\/\* ^idor „ •.•■> pi's -a /cf i.-iijorft 

— how much they are cKecquered 

•i« -;r: i'r ;." ..{"««; ** : ;.:jqo -jo- -*■-■.-. ".uc 

with truth and falfehood ; — how little 

,;l : u "rU.lulq hi:^. ■-, ' tJ : ujO OT -l.n.0'- 

arrives at thy kno>yledgej, and how 

<darkly and confufedly thou difcerneft 

3 



thi teglmriftgS and^Hclfings of things; 
the greatf ft and the fmalfcft, HoW they 
all confpire to baffle thee-, — : — and 
which way ever thou profecuteft thj 
inquiries,— what frdh Tubje&s'tiF 
amazement, —and what fretfi regions 
to believe there are more yet behind 
which thou canft never comprehend — 
Confider, — thefe are but part of his 
ways ; — how little a portion is heard' 
of him? Canft thou, by fearching, 
find out God ? — wouldft thou know 
the Almighty to perfection? — 'Tis as 
high as heaven, What canft thou do? 
—'tis deeper than hell, how canft thou 
know it. 

Could we but fee the myfterious 
workings of providence, and were wc 



^ffi^ft&ijPW^ the s^ifl^ 
% n n a J^9P^9? a ^, of a11 #$ff *-T. 

%k£»^^ ft 

^crpl^d.^) ^cjjuot/or^wuldpro- } 

baWy exalt -and jnagnify his wifdom, 

«nOii^: ■ T f:» , n ttifr-" *..: # / ■/•iis-.r, :.,- *• 

and make us cry out with .the Apoftle. 
in that rapturous exclamation, — O ! 
the depth of the riches both of, the 
goodnefs and wiidom of God!— 

how unfearchable are his ways, and 

M .x>nirtar&^ A f V *y^-« ! - ; .K-' t L; - .-*.- j k* 
lire paths pan: finding out I 

won*! no*-' i)bt'jO ---' uoij- U;<; '..;;r 



.1^ won^; 



i»J0n^Hyf»*. 'J/;^ x- .. ■ ">w bu,c3 



awyis* tilt c r>> :'.• ;u- to t^ai.-lio^i 



' if"?'? t" '- 



" .". :«: : .1, 



''Jcisul 3rfT 
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SERMON XXX. 

The Ingratitude of Ifrael. 

2 Kings xvii. 7. 

For fo it was, — that the children of 
Ifrael bad finned againfi the Lord 
their God, who bad brought them up 
out of the land of Egypt.— 

THE words of the text account . 
for the caufe of a fad calamity, 
which is related, in the foregoing 
verfes, to have befallen a . great 
number of Ifraelites, who were fur- 
prifed, in the capital city of Samaria, 
by Hofea king of «A Syria, and cruelly 
carried away by him; out of their 
<wa country, and placed on the defck 
Vol. VI. N 



tete frontiers of Halab, arid in Haber, 
ty the river Gorxan> ajid in thc^ity 
of the Mcdes, and there confined to 
cod their days in forrow; : *nd cap- 
tivity .—Upon whkbrlfce fecred his- 
torian, inftead of acyounjjiflg for ft) 
fad an event merely from political 
Jprings and caqfes* fuch, for inftanee, 
as the fupericr ftrength and policy 
of the enemy, or an unfcafonable 
provocation given,— or that proper 
meafures of defence were negledfced 5 
~-*he traces it up, in one word, to its 
true caul? :— For fo it was, fays he, 
that the children of Ifrael had finned 
againft the Lord their God, who 
had brought them up out of the land 
of r Egypt.—It. was fur?Jy : a fufficient 
foundation to dread ipwt evil,— that 



Vho'»Had"an tanqtteftleha&fe' 'rigfa £6 
*hdb obedience. --But vthae^h aggrft* 
'WioAiwaS'^ujithat i&ey had "ftSt 
•dtily ; fina&d litaply agal*rtfl!~the tf ux% 
<Suc oigjewft '■ 'the -Gfad •' <s#%ierrfe9,«ji 
*b$ • had r BK&g!>*' thW'lfbfth "6\it of 

**e2tfec£ apne^' and faVijWrecf them 
'lWtH''^* J ^aiiy r a^v : aii.!cagc i s' > [H''c8mmojt 

^^fcut^hd Ma te'^fft. 
^ukrif'kWcrtD thetii •WtfianAiiafe?, 

"Sdnfea^Wh'o, " wheir^Kcy $£ffe* iri'ttie 
*fi&'fifc ttf 5 ^5hd%e, in J ^4rtdMl , httj& 
«& condition, wieh'ddt a proJpc$"of 
*ny natural means of redrelSj, had 
«pteni&!f hiM km¥i0 dtat 
^rptfy* 9 up&%e SftJffiBfi& R «p\ 
N 2 



180 SERMON XXX- 

diftreffcd people, — and, by" a chain 
of miracles, delivered therh from 
fervitude and opprcflion •,— miraties 
of fo ftupendous a nature, ihat t take 
delight to offer them, as often as 1 
have an . .opportunity, to your de- 
vouteft cpntempiations. — This, you 
would tljink as high and as com- 
plicated an aggravation of their fins 
as could be urged. — T*his was not 
all-,— for befides God's goodnefs in 
firft favoring their miraculous efcape, 
.a Series, qf fecceflcs, not to be ac- 
counted for from fccond caufes, and 
the natural courfe of events, had 
crowned their heads in fo remarkable 
a mannerj'aS to afford 'laft'i evident 
proof, hb$ flfhiy of hfr'gttto'ar 6dn- 
cerh'"ifor &eir welfafc^&it bf'Tiis 
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particular providence and attachment 
to them above all people upon eaftn. 
-r-In the wildernefs he led tnem lixe 
^e^, t a^d kept them i as the apple 
.of his .eye: he fuffered nb man to 
do them wrong;, but reproved even 
kings for their fake.-^When thdy 
entered into the prom ilea land;— no 
force was able to ftahd before them j 

anil 1' 4 >;!l h.: nOi 1 !-" ' !'.r,.o kI>; ; r) u - • -, 

— when in pofleilioh of it,— no draw 

30.H iryj -p.fiiT — J-.~w.-r ^ M'/O • 

was able to drivcf j them* out;— Stfid 

in a wora, nature, for a time; ^has 

'^veV "8ac^aKls J * W v Hfktf, , 

°lncf 'c^n J0 Ae' ? ^^ e tf HSrtdod 

fluTil'iS fefitf <S^aV& ^"fteare 

N 3 



vk-tuato—poOpttv iti\stt ^have been 
vtterty *cotruj»ei — and fo Acy were. 
c Aftd k fe likely, firdm the many 
iprdmens they had given, in Mbfes^s 
«fBe, of a difpofitionto forget God's 
tenefics, and opon every trial to 
rebel againft Him*— heforefaw they 
would certainly prove a thaftklefs 
and unthinking people^ extremely 
inclined to go aftray and 3d evil; 
— and therefore, if any thiftg was 
likely to bring them back to them- 
ftdws, fcfid to confider fhte evils of 

their miftloings, it rwft t>e the 

dread of Tome temporal calamity* 

which* fee- -prophetically Ihreaten- 

~*d> *K*M<4nK dajr Or oflfcr feefal 

: them :-*4iopmg, - ra» jdotfbt^thfet if 

:n$ principle of gratitude etwld IMke 



$6m*<ifi$ rfeSWg «d»P«l bwk agaiu 
^85tc*¥ rifaW//ftU^o\v^cfUl^lMUid;s|o 

rjphkW ipio^fce :eqd, bdid r 4&ua% 
/%Tfert»kfeicJh««w— T?tt^o#^ n ia& ;b length* 

vtnSep tot th«mce»ing&;-^^hm neiilier 

liasd*^}^^^*^ < 

N 4* 



by\kqw&\thpn fell wtq tlw^ftaefrafru 
bondage] filacli whence he fead flrft< 4 t 
raifed tbemj— and that: ©at tmly kfc t* 
that partial . inftance -of thofe i^ ; 
Samaria, who were taken -byHafttf^ 
— but, I mean, in that more generalo- 
inflance of. .their overthrew by the ■■■'■'» 
army of the Chafcleaos ;~t*jtfhercin he - 
fufFered the whole nation to be led ■ 
away, and carried captive into Nine- ~ 
veh and Babylon.— We may be af- 
fured. that, .the hi/lory of God Al- 
mighty^, ^trfl. dealings with this, fro* — 
ward and thoughtlefs people— —was 
not wrote for nothing;— but that-it 
was given as a* loud call and warning 
of obedience and gratitude^ for all 
races of men to wJiom the. light, of 
revelation ihould hereafter reach :--*-* 



fcn?l>ttfc£f<a* M»vM^fifi&^°' 
thfiiftbjfflft, ai itfeems liteet^ td?f^^ 
nifl* #m* iwsfleftions feafotttfbte fak>> 
th^iib^mhin^oof this" week,^which 1 
ihqttJfclfte^deTotedj txr fuch tncdita^- 
tioteta^may)£prepare and fif \iw -for 
ihcb foleirin feft riiflhich van are^ Shortly 
to ^obfcrve^fKb whoft^j^Jotfi 1 irrten* 
tioit^ill not be anfwered' byn* bare* 
aflemblkig- mirfotoe* together,- vuth* '■'• 
out mafcingB forne religious' and n*ti- ? : 
onal Remarks fuitable to th^oicrifioH? ■ J ; 
— Doubtlefe, there is no natibni wfaitHej'^- 
$ver : J>ad fo naany : extraordinary »flcak:£*' 
fons and fupenutural motives txkbe- -o 
come thankful and virtuous* '^as- the ' " 
Jcwa:had*-~which, befides the daily ; 
bleffings.of God's providences them* '• -»* 
tias not received fufEcknt vbleffings: 



^c _ 



f^4i9) e] ff^ ¥ dHJfharafcrof Godfi 
a$ % ta$flgage xheir bd^fcryigcs^ani 
•the warmed returns of gracu^c^; 
can pay. ;.. 

There has been a time, may ta 
when they have been delivered fro* 
fomfc grievous caWmity,-*irom th 
rage of peftilencef 'or famine,— -fax 
the edge and fury oil* the fword,- 
itom tht' fate and faBbf kingdom 
round thedi y — they nftay have bfcl 
pveferved by providential difcoverk 
of frtods, and defigns agaiaft the wei 
being of th«ir ftatefr* or by crit& 
turns and revolutions in their favoi 
wh*n beginning to fink* — by -.i fon 
figtuai inferpofniofi (rfnGod's prov 
dertccfj-theyirmy havd-refcued- the 
KlsW«lk«i>;ftiid : *B that: **s- dfeari 



ktMor"*hay ■ 1ki& prefervea'iHeii Vdf, 

other comfopts failed them. — If <t>uher 
jggpfyyfei h^jff £eag& ta be tfcapMful 

xcJKf d >J he^ jaU-i-rinfomviclv, ihat OH* 
itf&&«yr, for^laftMiHkedyjtar^iws- 
r&9jpc& been.a.fly thing Jw6jJ>e hi&8y- 
j^iWir deUyefajjoesnan^oQwi'VjMef- 
-flogs }-H-dnd,£htfe in.fo cooiplwated^ 
. icbauft fuch«$ jwreifcarstf *tor «jwM«li- 
lfafodi to : acyr people befidtea^ esaept 
^oJ^s^^aodwithrre^^ddtoitfeWB, 
-though inferiw? iouitbqr&uptfid^iH 
iwtanb&uofei there! wearkiflgi-t-jwtisbo 



*S8 SE&MQ>BP XXX. 
their dftj&a,* and the infinite beneyp- 
lcncc and power which mud have 
wrought them for us. ( 

Here then lee us flop to Ipok b$ck 
a^irK>nnQot^ and onqwTOIwi^ great; <£- 
feSts all:this has had -aptai our 6*w, 
andhowifar monky^m have lived of 

A tl ft«Wger» when /ke • heard* that 
this'iflaMti'tati-- been ^favoured by 
hea^en^fo 'happy incur fews and 
fle%iG«g^Mb flourishing in our trade, 
^Wic^lWWrflfaHn ourlfrjation,— and 
fo vtfitdyiprotefted in M of them by 
protfidfcncfc}*.— -- would fcoriclude^ that 
?<our r m0tels hid kept pace with thefe 
)bleffings^ .and -would taspe& thar^as 
weowcne^nlie moft< favoured^ by God 
AWfigtitf; we mtift bfethe'moft'^lr. 



•ttKftllpd ^aciid delink) bsir, pe&plb tripd* 

Wirdh.flurr! cbiriw -Mwoq bns sonsl 

Would to Gotf/M^ 1 ^^ 
^Mr^flfiifeM Tft'lrtdiiic otfe'to'iftih a 
••ten«ffciJ#4«il* *» God; tft&e<iktfr&]St* 
<ffe3raiff£e ©fq^Bgtert-^^riii^repS^ 

ply the reality f of' it >fom^wi^fe;Arfff<J 
modi pfl&baWy nitf ,xhe^p^t|tft £and 

^ogb*pfpc$afrie charaftefs* #£ j&e jfe. 

{jri©nr-^ush,w*s tbeffiuurtfio^^ddris 

t^ce4, a IkqotiQtts, lageu-rfrft-beb r £purt 
{6f:!Gbartes llheiS^cmdirfirjft^idkecSn 
ifUfcotv -attfHt^-I ftetf^has aj^aflbjetem^- 
jlbftjed the ouf-worjtsi pi *feUgk>ity<$f 

zmpdt&yr)^ 0f;(fober;nm^flcfia*4ffG 
bdb^ty.inftead^f ianyfreftHrn^nk^ogue- 



k>o S/B'KlStON XXX. 
<wha are? wed with carrying the maik 
of k^— and have thrown it afide as a 
ufekfs incumbrance. 

But this licentioufnefs, he'll fay> 
may be chiefly owing to a long courfe 
of profperity, which is apt to corrupt 
men's minds. — God has fince tried yoa 
with affii&ions;— you have had lately 
a bloody and expenfive war; — God has 
fent, moreover, a peftilence amongft 
your cattle, which has cut off the ftock 
froni the fold and left no herd in the 
ftalls ;~befides, — you have juft felt 
two dreadful Ihocks in your metropo- 
lis of a trtoft terrifying nature; 

which, if ^ God's providence had not 
checked and reftrained within fome 
bounds^ 1 might have overthrown your 
capita^ iand your kii'jgdornl with it, 
7 



m& mom mm *& 

Sciences of the moft, .unthiolikigipiaJt- 




to have learned risghteouftcfs. « — J 
own, this is the asituwl cffeft,-— and, 
one fhould hope, fhould ?J ways be 
the improvement from fu^h ^4W» 
ties •,— for 'we, pften findr tb#,t nurctj 

rejnember him in the d^jgjroyfcfo 
^y'-we iee no fufh^^a ftuffl 
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Has occafioned, — how many converts 
has it made either to virtue or fru- 
gality ? — The peftilencc amongft our 
cattle, though it has diftreffed, ami 
utterly undone, fo many thoufands ; 
yet what one vifible alteration has it 
madcin the courfe of our lives ? 

And though, one would imagine, 
that the neceflary drains of taxes for 
the one, and the lofs of rent and pro- 
perty from the other,— fhould, in fome 
meafure, have withdrawn the means 
of gratifying our paflions as we have 
done ;— yet what appearance is there 
amongft us that it is fo ; — what one 
fafiiionable folly or extravagance has 
been checked ?— Are not the fame 
expences of equipage, and furniture, 
and drefs, — the fame order of diver- 
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&££(£. luxury a pd cpicur^m.of.oatcr- 
tainments^ as in the molt p^ofpcrous 
condition ? — So, that,' jthou^h , the 
head is lick, and the whole heart is 
faint, we 4II ^eft to IqqJc, well in the 
face, either as if nothing had happen- 
ed, or we were afliamed to acknow- 
ledge the force and natural effects 
or the chaftifements of God.— ^And if, 

-\ • ■ « ,'t i ; v. » ^ 

from the efFe&s which war and peftt* 
lence have h^d, — we may form a 
judgment of the moral effcdts whicji 
uils laft terror is likely to produce,— 
•it is to be feared, however we mighx be 
ffartled at firft, — that the impreflions 
Will fcarce laft longer than the inftan* 
taneous ftiock which occafioned them: 
—And F make no doubt,— -fhould a 
Vol. VI. O 



die good, and the fccmkig happitygfy 

— lft, That in the inftances we gfte^ 
*&kj«6tf ^fttfnlf She giJM from the 
bad jiii-jfthd; ; 'idly, 'faie^efpeaiVi 
fblfeKoP 1 &ei* enjoym^ht^-or f&ffeN 

iow#ji o: ii?o - .' ■ ; :! sriH :-»•■ . '>■.>■/) 

.1 lhall, therefore,- in the remaining 

P' le with a (host inquiry into, the 
Hcyltie& orcoming not oniy at the 
true characters of men*—*- — but like* 

wile of knowing either the dearee* of 

3>nT to lyo*^?* ■•>?■ to iniwh™ J 



|)ftji<l-l>.rf ynirna^i sib hot Jbyoy 3iii 

«b^ ^^^cigilfena^dr {toy? 

-the feeob$ fi l9 «ft Mllflf '<*ti? 

3riF«r- jh^fi ,jfae j^fer#v*>f tte 

g9odl t .jand^ftjie jj^qfp^i^L^aE the 

nied ; — yet I (hall endeavour to fheyfc 
that the particular inftanccs w$ pre 
fcptto produce, when we cry out in 
tWe words o^thfe'Waimift/ilot thete 
,are t^e un^odly,^-thieie profper, and 
arc happy in the world j— I fay, I 
Jftall endeavour to fhew^tnat we arc 
fo igndrant of the articles of the 



ri$*$ofoQn»iyWs lan&bjaSbtffatthascf 
al!5f gedfrfl^sfaYfflfttte* ftfe iwqbi^/iaijcJd 
at one time or othar;h& Tdiffid/ttoubtttt 
tpidifccaram a»d perpifl^^e-mi^s 
ofivaniem :Jf fth^fwc^ig^^^^f^; 
the e^rth:;doea, look art^^y hence J9i, 
much difoFdwiit thfe fe£ft,o€dthing& <: ?;; 
•"«wteHy& it; permitted* tft&? wife and 
• ^K»f rfidiB fhoujt^ be : l?ft ^fcpn a prey t 
t* 16 tatatigu iBtf^s ^nd'diftf^ffes 4>£ 
lift^-rrW^Sft? i-thfr guitey wd fqoiiJJi , 
triumph in their offences, an$ even tjie 

t^P^MS °f ?P h \*P £$P?J ? *. • ] 
^Pe k dm>^ »ian^ew^bfr-»b«] th$re n 
fbtodterpisia fbtuw. ffe^jof^ F^^5dft 
afmlt'|5«nifli3kiit|i to- tak<b$lMe afeffi: 

ttes^ fhsU^ fee r<m»d$ ; t$cb?;whmn tb«r 



SXTR3M <ar» fiKXSfe if|i 

befidanfidettdsJiir^w^nGodo^i 
bfcjtrffcificdpn alii InJjjWflytJjiAJXlflW^s 
motitfefhfetiiibe aftripferi jo io smii ano jb 

iMfcxx>$totp%%mitod-#6t\&l ancbtatfdo 

tto ftf. bioaaib ^tbretftwJmtoMbafr; 

iridfetfdj lHc«d& I H«We tllfatifed <*»y < 
h<*aft in ralfi, £hd wafted thf'lnrnd&J 

i^inttdccln^. -; ■• •• " ' r '-'•'•' t" ricjrfiun j- 

It is M^fraia/an^-^iarl^a 1 
m»e' , diredl}-«irf«cr tt> the painte,«*-£-« 
thrift 't»ben*<'Ootf created man; • that hi 
tflfght make- into* capable -fifr- rcceb* 
k^teppinef* at his, bands h«eafi*}Jfr 
-#*e endb-wedtfeim -with #JeMtyi:af|d;i 
fj^to&of 'choice, wixhoutrwhkh -H& 



8Wfo s W ; 3b<#lentrof &&$ 
-the fecotefta «& I'diVcSte 

3flF«W thgu^h 3 *be ouferjes* of ►the 
g9P*f v and ,thc jprfpag!£_jo£. jtfee 
w-icfced* .are ifppf, ^ gcns^A tqd)eb^efi. 
tried j — yet I fhall endeavour to {hest* 

that the particular inftances we are 

2r.iiu..;t: n ailj ;!• ,?!<> ! '>;-u!i .lij.ut F. 
apt to produce, when we cry out in 

i$e words oi^the iPIalmift/Lot theft? 

are the un4oaiy,-^theie pro/per, ana 

are happy in the world j-^I fay, I 

ffiall endeavour to fliew^'that we are 

10 'ignorant of the articles of the 



t5 i ss^&ptftftiitf. 

idterg^flnd 1 the <fctfta#We go \SJSSft 
wl* mike them good ii fo lame :> ^M 
dcfeaive,— as to be fufficierit^W- 
felfrto xhefck all propenfityto-exjiitf- 
tnlatci wkh God's £*o*fiifencfc, allSw*. 
ing there was no other way of clear- 
ing up the. matter reconcile* Wy cd 
his attributes. 

And, firft, — what certain, and in- 
fallible tmrks have we tif the gobcf- 
wfs or badriefs 6f the (bulk of ixiidri- 

kiiWt? •?•■- ;.', -f- ■ " --•- 

If wetrufr to. fanle and Wports,'— 
if thfey^te good, hbw do we know 
but thfey-'mfey ^rcWed from "paftfai 
friendfhrp or fiattery ?-^When Bid, 
from eavy 6r malice, from ilf rtetured 
fermifefc and conftruft^on^-of- "tfhirigs? 
yL&Nk on both fide*, ^ao^'fitisll 



£a}fe,n-and fometimes . through a tko 
qnfldjfu^ ^a$ion of eveiv trutk^it» 
f^g— -From feme, ^r aH bf wKibft 
£#*£§, krh^ppeaa, thai the cbarkc* 
ters i cC men, like the bt ftot? its of 
$e Egyptian arc to be received 
and read with caution i*~ttoefi tri 
generally drefled out and disfigured 
with fo many ^peams and fables**? that 
every ordinary reader (haH not v be 
able to diftinguifh truth from'felfe* 
hood.— But allowing thefc xe^eftipns 
to be tQO^fcv^re in this matter*-^ 
that; no fuqh thing as envy ever le£ 
f^d a man's character, or n^lice 
b^ckened Hj— yet the characters of 
men are not eafily penetrated* :&$ 
ihey depend often upon the retired. 



bcft j*n<bteiwft> picdpii) iriA-ittife; 
and the w+rft •fltftia*, 4* diftp e nt 
fttrfoosyiwffl tad? .wp^U&ome^ktta 

menial tdiftaiKc.^mdi T<^cnrd -m-. Wrfjr 
tcmporf>£ f!woebi6jfieriMth«irjv<grii4 

thexowaryi.rputiin fp&kd a tkto- 
fand y Ji* tjft #rta to* xjountorfeit ^tues 
whU& ju^cy. ^ayp • *Qfcfrrth*c b*ttfl»do 
conoealithAfc ytccs jcfajch ihfcy really 
have jh-andi /this underi i£aiiiifbows,irt>f 
fan&ity^ ^good-nature, ^geifcrbfiryyabr 
fome virtue or ^ther^-*^ofptci(Hf*^o 
be foen through,— -itao 2 art>iibje/ ^d 
difintcftffted j:o beTu^fb^^Tbdc 
hints nifty be fuflicienf co.flrew kfo 

,iV\joV 



jiflM-ittii income k 4m<#iaaskitbf 

:rrmtffet fc£, t thtti6re» thaty Jiiiihuiy 
n£tfe*noSukLare com* tb^h^.iktoow- 
rrtoige)fl£ntv):ianQot faffigfciafby afclf 
£tfnpfk>qli«iBC«gauiBan citter ,goO(fc0r 
?i^.wXlicffeflrCimucnbeA[6ficucttm- 
b&^ceiiwbichiaitmdjeverj' a&iot^ofra 
noia.B^lifi^- which <ai*^c^ie*crifl*gto 
~oMj kncmMge 'of -thev Wortd^-^^t 
*mlghrt t(>bc*ttown, antf ^v^*#fei^a, 
obefoftri feiitc«^wiffr^f ^a^4sfn 
vUcop^ffid dopbn bittv;-4Andid^way 
taaa»odlffi^nr>^ 
'n&^ibf: *biQg* from* whxtg hisnjlidgis 

hfeldiduadiwhatpftfles wkHin him, rflflfy 
sbril feci£ttw^£ured op ftWiptfy^efce 
wfarf vcyrfr.^-A man, ; tWotigghp bOd% 
Vol. VI. M 



teo&freflrjj-saifaf be &bjafc.«6 tattfer 
•lWin^tel^-naHteV«8Mi cafe*,- 

which fland in every onrs way in trie* 
forming a judgmr 




pole tnem all to be got over, ib that 
we cpulu fee the. bottom of every 



*wd i ra^ae^'ow Weflq «b^n^ ,wa$ 
vtootii <fo ilegibjy iri every. xnkn'scfece* 
thf^f;liqL06ftj 4 ca\ri<i pcrffibl^ ,mift^ke 

$8 ?HSi»*^ fi^e^ a w^ic;h is fhd 

fLudfifc-n — For who can , feafch the 
heart of man ? it. is treacherous 

SbU:'.jjn:iO 11^ X 'Hi 1 — .fiiw-jU kV .- 

even to ourfclves, and much more 

on j oi yfjw > jfif.. y-ov* ni .bn/Jj iiv-i 

•likely to imppfe upon others. — Even 

arjEiHiijo fits io fn^rn^bui e griirmo 
in laughter (if you wilt peheve Solo- 




jw»tt ^ gay : — and even ne, wno 1i 



l^k'no^tlieF thaH' tJW^fe'^ 
His eftate,— may appear at t^e $mh 
time worthy* of compambrT to tn&fe 
who know his private rccefles.— -Be- 
fides this* a man s unnappineis is not 
to be aicertainea lo much from what 

isknbwn to have befallen him, 

as from nis particular turn and caff 

" r '^j 7StC;j>W"iJO * 70 r .AUK'* *U\j% 

of mind, and capacity of bearing it. 
— ^~^overty, m exile, rafe 4 *orlafric°6r 
friends, tRe death of * cmidrefi,, tlie 
dearefl: of all ^ligdges or a man's ftap- 

pinefs, make not equal rmprelfions 

• •» nil. nfiin v .^o i'-- ^'2ih :n.;;;ai t.jo 
upon every temper. — You will lee one 

man undergo; with Icarce the expence 

• •i? : '-' r i* Y WiM! V r ,}, ' : * % -^i"' 1 »:■■•«-■• noi'x^uj 
of a fi^h, — what another, in the oit« 

ternefs of his foul/ would go mourn- 
ing for all his life long :-— nay, a'^iaSy 



\^j^ 9 ^ i;( ^n. r iLinj^ind fopk^to. a foft 
$id ^p^r ^ature,. i^^ft^ke dee^r 
than a fword to the hardened and 
fe^lef§.— If thefe reflexions hold 
true withregara to misfortunes,— they 
are the fame with regard to enjoy- 

mgnts : — we; are formed '-differently,-— 

rrr/- Turn nDf/cr. ■■.u r>t>nt£m:^ r ; s"or 

have di^erenf ^ta|les arjd perceptions 
of things ;— by , the force. 6f habit, 

.education, or .a particular call of 

j? ?>:\r^'r to o. ' i .*?.»;; >onfi ; bmr?\ to 

>ipind,-^it happens that neither the 

;o - V.j :o ££*\>«;jp «xmvo4-7 - 
ufe or poffeffion of the fame emoy- 

lame happinefs arid contentment ; — 

ir/.TiF.'nqm ir,:sv;'; ';cv: 3 arm .y^nr: 
but that it differs in «very man almoft 

-according -to his temper and cofn- 

plexipn : — fo that the fplf-lame happy 

.accidents in life, t which JhSlJ give 

: jrap|qres ro the choleric, or fanguine 



•*dd^^tor- art tJfe-^cdurittqtf 
both human &applH«<iB%9 %f*Wy% 
tW* v>bH^^4BaVtt»ftfi figtftr'aVair, 
lh4TJ be 'aM* fei Wake \W KtttrtfUrf 

fo^'M^^ W^& fllfee 
'timc'tfiat ^^''WitR^aTblgfflft^ 
' and * a^vant'a^s, ^i^ift-fHc'^^r 

of uflrig them, c, hiVe fteWfiTaa^iWaVy 
"afco! &»&«&" V™ b ' lrt "hoM 

rfefji%M<UL ; aj$ ^j-^jg^Q^r^ill 
■m fepfead4 a 5y^,|© ^^^j^ire 

,; - ' This wiff foggeft ' to' W*OW*ttle 

a way w£''ftjWfe' ; gdite ^vtiitt&Jthe 



ir. 



T-^igh^wr-w^f^. .<?^ f ^ ff* «l> 

ihould find any thing ;to, make is-to- 

fcrable amends for the pains stud 

, ^Me%f : %fctibfcg^ *> IWj^i— -. 

;u ^(M^T {JcrhSiisi v bu^fti9M dinger* 

iIJ an 7 f^8^Stf6te' ftoFv^ftdf^h a 

J "$ddirfefs n 0? fttfWfiB&fe'aSMtf ilfeke 

a wife man wifc he 1 W& ; f^li>- d&tfn 

^ 3 jagwa f iupp%$h|i ,lef el. -^ Jo ^ca^Gttkte, 

sri jtljfi^gg, $fceo h^pfjine^ of, .mankind 

M 4 



i6|diS B&ftXOKOXKIKa ? 
bydtk&tofai&onA ancKthdiKriiw* toria&d 

graitr afo dba*dbt,.iirii therijhappindkni! 
whjffe %i@|Qd^fg|%foif«R9 > ^)}daBlld«srn 

fanfe;iavh«j£«fc%-<*eai^|j|jb t&fihis,. fan\- : 

pii*f§Hf hi^Jlsj j-r&Jjfew ^w/an^^fi, 

- a n <^#ftr£-ifl#* child^,-^ a^ fh 

to ^i^jmhommtyfaitw ItfWft -/; 
as y<3t«r^idd^e»oeiv«dteth«fii»oftiaf» Li. 

his jgy% ( ftR<5| f rfufeiiig8:*Fre.«?:l»e 
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babbited mttotWfibof hnobeftet^- 
thae-the-upflbt #oulii> jfccfrg:** be 
litdfermpyerithari) this,-*ihafc ofae rich 
m3#bftaa f ^lfc t '«Wi , ft' 1 h^a»,^*at the 
pole ftteft>t*h©ttfc*t<* ft^macfe^the 
on^4i^fiMorent0k«i^u^i^ able 
phyfitfafon&l £&,&> atf*! J^qhiftt fc> 
rightfc jaittft? <^^-tftt*tf*«ateh and 
foundneftnii^wfeisa^bdHW, ^fiefi-left 

thefe™ W ?«hkfcs~, tf&iwfftt^them 
wer^bSfitftee<F^if-i?P«t?fe? 3 tFrtjgs 
thef ft86r ^ !; ^- fe^l^W&F c the 

as fttffci ^i^^^arfhott^S^- * s 
fragtenfl^Wp©* 3 tffe^fie>g8TthtM6theF>f 
—ariS tKaiflhfey' hive ^B-cqoalfliai'e 
in all ilbe-beauftles and real' betiefits 
of nature. -^Thefe hints may be fuf- 



ihtra^the difficulties twhlctoratbrad 

°|)iijcCtJflrr the mifeiy ;1 of4he ! kfilkdaf 
aAnkimii— thfr evt««rifee''W^fift«l 
inotc ^Feaite ir^Kis^eWilte-tfte 
matter *f : ft<ft w Rilftf : t^c6riMPi^A- 
*han even4ritfeat of*j&tfgiKg'6E iMr 
ttnic ncbarafifcers ;:.©£; basfa, Trhtdl, in 
jifpntcd, tow* • have:! fach , Mftpejtffi& 
"fentJtftedgc* >as wiU,cteachj«s candour 
i1j» xwus; dat&umaatien? mUfbon.;:e«h 

X^-Bu«ith»intei»poi«port,irfi«bis3idiif. 
c ^o«ipftrf»1^ t&;tta<* j^hu&iHty (hiour 
3tfeafpfti¥g9-tijK»i ■thewdjBffbfj.'tlw-Al. 
J ~ttighty»'-i (U'sii.'.i;,^ i>nirrico:>d floiu 



.SttBtR MteflM-ESS. dpi 

mill, s^&mfs; for. aJm& Qffitfr 
tandalwrcfitae ubwMtffflbe sflfEthjrasw*: 
^6J|e«ibeWa»sA^a^ ,, ^^)g^, $he 
Ishjfcge ^fMoiftpHI)*pu» %©!«£<?* 

^fclqspiutfs <tai profperitf of ( bsul'mn 

^J«aken dwm $fleaBd,.niriMb mmat (the 
cafe, — that we were not ableto qkatwp 

ujwith Gfidnsjijuftiae-xian^i prq«toteB$e, 

• I A-wAatbihaJfc wwari liafatf-e^Wrhj** *he 

moft becoming conclufion is,yt*wfhat 



-41$ in jildging. truly eiAer erf itli<t'>hap- 
? jpiitteCB<>r ihstnikrf-ofHhe fefiJltt'df 

' ttatteir df "fcft 4s • fiilttf t^-cfiristPii^fl- 
jthan even4n that <rf K jSfl£itig / &E tK«r 
<lmBrkib«a£ters5;©fi; bcakvT»rb»dj, in 
ugentcd, icwp hairen fercb , iropejiiaft 
ifewMpledgt* laa .wittcteach^ •candmir 
">dn jobueu dettrmioatieas mUfDa.;:e«h 

X'°"Butii|h»intoi»fW*port t irf:«his3i(ftir- 
tHQvtrfcpM t&'ttacfc ji&hut^ity mimir 
3<tea(^Wg»-u|K)ii»the'wiJa(ib£;.'ilw-AU 
■J"tt!ghty«'i aoih-biio;, »nirno'j:>d fknu 
V nfir Tkt Jf <Hing^rfe>a^ft%n^*iiy , it* 



»> <Btotifepjtefci ii'Ot?tewafe^that!thc 
£iiifj}ftiatfs iwi profjxsricyvof <batliMMi 
: wdw^gitBdtstwBUi-gcnci^igbospJaitits 
rf*Mdceiq^m$^a»di;rwln«tb i»utt>t «he 

cafe, — that we were net ableto qtetfwp 
• 1 Ae^rtattw, jffltjftofrw* dtirfg&nsilf ably 
-Ttjwith Gtidn$jijvifti«e,ii»ji4i prqsfateece, 
-IA-w^ttih^l;;,^^iio(^i-*«Wfh^#;^e 

mod becoming conclufion is^ntwrdut 
ni^!}8^?:inft?5Fe,^QRj ?n ^t 7 g^any 



fhbuldn thisj^or ^y-b^^^ivAjghm 

irfjyl Ibobld , it • alinrt Wmbmdrrithan 

ten tftoitfamliM^dafl^^ 

evtixy diyjckvk libcmbft^fe&fthd of* 

eft flo^r iftthc^el^vor^he JWaUeft 
blade of grafs, baffle the underfill*!* 
ing of. the tpoft penetrating mindi — 

;V«nv hill*-- ' •• :* T -*;\0.q~ ■TT'ttf 1 ? oD 

Can the deepeft inquiries after nature 

tell us, upon what particular fize an4 

.ufil.V'OW t/or-.* v,Hj .rnohnv/ rr/--o yru 

motion of parts the yarious. colours 

yidv'tiilA-j:)! "■-: wwlLVtn j^> ) ^no? 

and taftes of vegetables depend ; — 

•wfiy one Ihrub is laxative, — another 

rcftnngent ; — why anenic tor hellebore 

-ihouia lay watte thts noble frame of 

ours.-S-or opium lock up ail the m- 

■AiiJ //oil- - JiOp^'.^'r-i. Liir/lufjr-iliiv; 
roads to our lenfes, — -and plunder us, 

in fo raercaets a manner; of reaion and 

"rxwxM) uo'Ai ".•iL-jii/inoD bnr. yhhiA- 



vaxh^m<imgd^Nay+> hmtii nbtutbfi 
mqftitrf^iwjpftctbingfi that <mmG[im®«r 
iw^icfarfcfidm^hichl the jqbidodt fight 
dadwitdtpriweriftfe ihtte; : aad'Qlb not 

ftmidtn^^i^ithwjileivesfpui^etH^Slid 

t&ijtihsbnu arto sffkd f 2>Big }o ^bsic 

- — Lfcmm Qnbfiiiarij'j ilojn arfoJo giv 
Go therfj — proud man T— and wneh 
aujisn pfis a^huifrcu >btmh. 3ih oe.2 
thy nead turns giddy witH opinions or 
fans ssfi ifcljiomBq jfitiwpo'qu t erjibp 
thy own wifdom, that thou woyldfc 
8iuoio3 wohuv- 3ii? ?2itc| to nonorn 
correft the meafures of the Almighty, 

*~ 20 then,— take a full view of thy- 

I3(B0n£— -SVIlBKBjl «.'. UJJIfll 9H0 YfTW 

felfjin, this elafs i — confider thy own 

atodoibn jcPun-jni; v*T*/— 1 jn^gnnfm 

faculties. — how narrow, and imperfeft* 

10 ^rniiiT t?icon j-.n/jJlsv/ vBtLmonT 

— how much they are cHecquered 

-fll 9f!l ill H-: vi;w<] fTjIJKJO IQ-^lUG 

with truth and falfehood; — how little 

tiU m itjbiiuiq bin:- , -^»:;_>i *iuo 0.7 >bi;o*r 

arrives at thy knowledge, and how 

darkly and confufedly thou difcerneft 

3 



f&'grtt and tHrTrrilal^'HoW cHt^f 

air ■M^ l to i 'hM s mp^M 

^mazement 1 ,^ anil "w^ 1 ^refti * retf o& 
to believe there are ntore yet benina 
which tliou caiift never comprehend— 
Confider,— thele are but part of* fiii 
ways i — how little a portjion js hearer 
of him ? Canft thoy, by featjehing... 
find out God? — wouldft thou know 
the Almighty to perfeduoh?— -'lis aa 
high as heaven, What canft thou do? 
—'tis deeper than hell, how canft thou 
know it. 

Could we but fee the myfterious 
workings of providence j and were wc 



thofe^cyent^ which we are now fa 
perplexed tp ^aqunt for, would pro- 
bably exalt -and magnify his wifdom, 

finoiv>-: ■ ;.^< :i*i:"" *-..-- *Hi3;n ,:;;. • 
and m^ke us cry out with, the Apoftlc, 

in that rapturous exclamation. — O! 

— - Xr ■; : .-^rrionr.w "'» .-■ '-'orn •.■•■■.: - 
the; depth of the riches both of, the 

goodnefs and wifdom of God !— 

how uniearchable are his ways, and 

,riEni(!j?:-:"j* zci- .u^/ : ^ Ut-.iJ * m-:/i to 
lift paths pan: finding out I 

won>( -•••*.*•' f;b(uc>/-- * uolj hk; L'ir 

Now to God, &c. f . , . / 

*ob »/o. j ? ftr^.-'"' i;r'' : :-y*^([ <■£ unlet 
aorb iiiT.s'; -wci Ji.-*" • »:/? ?>q c >f.b ?^* — t j. 

.7? won* • 

oUOntrJ'iVi'-: 3/;:< :^j ... ." >w biuo'y ;' 
»w sis-v bo.*; c f .>■ r:.-:. '-:u: to zzniAwz't 



a 1 



Jy .^ri^; Qps»ty -.wdsiit jhccfitof 
<>f the M<?d^ and these jcbafi©cd>ite 
;#k! tj^fr days wlfi^WrlHKiiacap* 
^vity.-rf UlpQ« ^whic^riKbeL&arfid 7 hit 
torian, iftfte^d *Qf r ac^^ia n»Wg i for [ «fl> 

iprings 3^4 ifi^ufcs $ a ^p ^ , &r : jjiftanqe, 
as the fypei^r^ 
•■$. , tl}p <?nen?Y» or : ^n ; >u tfcafonft$e 

^againft the Lord- their God, vjhp 
. had brought -them up ouj of the land 



tiicy had -finned a*4irt^ttiJa)>'B6i?^ 
vho'had-an unqucftl&haWfc 1 ; rigHt t6 
^dir obedience. ^~But v*feae¥n aggrft* 
■Wioii iwas cfciilthat *fo% hid fast 
ttaly ; fiiutid <*roplf fcgS&flLbie tfoiW, 
fltar^g^ft'ttfe^-Gbd >*#%fercfts/tii 

<m mm ; w<£gypt^toh&%jB'¥ftiy 

&&rlf Mn<Ttb ftwh' W'tfi^'Mror* 
^toV^WKW' #neh°%ey $fe'6? iifttfe 

kS condition, wiHioat a^pfofpe^t^of 
*ny natural means or reareiSj riad 

N 2 
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cfifljeffed people,— rand, by a cnam 
qf miracles, delivered therh Trom 
fcrvitude and opprcflion'}— miracles 
of fo ftupendous a nature, tnatTtaKe 
Relight to offer them, as 'of ten ' as "1 
have aji, opportunity, to your ae- 

would think, as nigh and as com- 

placated an -aggravation of their fins 

, as could be urged.— This was not 

all j— -for befides God's goodnefs in 

^^fav^^n^theiriT)iraculqus efcape, 

u^jfeipc^j ej^^cefifes, ipot to be ac* 

T1 counted for from fccond c^ufes, and 

the natural courfe of . events, had 

crowned their heads in fo remarkable 

3 a°ma&^ ,b as' 1 to 'tfl&a'Hffl'leftdent 

' C pU£ k^ titty of ti^g^M &n- 
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particular providence and attachment 
to them above all people upon earth. 

-rIn the wilderness he led them li&e 

^ni-frn—.nc-i -■: M \ ". ,/ . .. ... M ., 

.of his ..eye: he fyfferecl nd in an fo 
dp them wrong, but reproved even 
kings for their fake.— i^when thify 
entered into the^pr^mife^ larfdi— ho 

-mo-. ** ^ 4^ r . ,,;,.,,. 

force was able to ftand before them •, 

—when ip ppfleilion of it^— no iitky 

Jon £r/v f!iiT~J.r' „ V Km >• 
was able to dnvtf'therh out;— iiftd 

ni ebnbooo /boi'.- ^nv/I ioi~-(JLL 
in a wora, nature, for a Rrne; tois 

N £ 



-time, ©£j^d*fpo(rtkjfl tt^foi^rt Gad's 
4bnefits, fabd <<Jpon ^vety trfafT^b 
,ifejkH^lagwnftnTijmy— .ht>(ft)rdli#i«h«y 
-•Bjulfr ccrtainif I ipidtei^ *> tftaafcitfs 

•inclined -te-gcposfttiayxTand 5 #6 :! ^1 j 

andr^rifeMfett,'' 1 !?- anyiql&ig-Wis- 

^itortyifl^bri%'thfrm ! ! feWR°fc> fhctti- 

sftofr-fr tate" tt^p&ai b <<ifo«ifcy, 

-iMtkhi'l'iisc^fophetkikny^aire^iti- 
a^, ;«^c*6b*i^ne - drt)T ! '«r*iefei"tt!faf 



tfm>tfikmS, «4wc«l b*sk again 

^h«:,b» ? ifto jke ;ioqd, (>dki .a&ua% 

j ^ltert»kfei(Jti«rt'^-swFo#f niat! u length, 

plwhftHt Wit^r^the ^lwfnarivses of pro- 

vfrtfe* *w tlwti^eDJngSi^4n(rHBn neither 

- fpwaiicl$ (Vr!fCOiTc6ttoi»%-&*-bonU&»ts 
c *W afiU&pnjfi fCOM Id .&&©ft*faei*> 9 &— 
~fl&#i r*<mWPaJr. Wftr^i4nr»>^1w*rft- - 

« )i ^e%rr-f* T fffop|ie£i_a^J,i(J»J)fh gUi&ss,, 

- tto fgro^ii J>2|6cr^cft^)a«lntlpijWade 

N 4^ 



^^^^^mhrf^lm(^ th&&afo<£nB 

bon^lgQj fo&gK! whence he .ftadlflrflidt 
raH<$ tbbmaH-andtl^bfmt tnjty kftin 
thafri^artklk inftancc ioo^nitho^diipHi 
Saaiari%TAvHoL-tverc tafcoTjbpHdKteprfl 

infl^oceJiofiifthrif itarriisrhftwlr ubplcftcM* 

fuffereel rfheiwh^&joatiaii toi»bei/fccbb)j 
away^<*n4 eairicdxaptiivteiiito :Nitic» '.vfu 
veh ( Kid;-Babyktfi^Wcictta2;nb6;:af-Juw 
furc4i>f!^5c>tb<e^ foi/loryuof flodr.Al^no 
migfefyfo ji»ftjfdeaiingso ^advthisU&o^ i— 
,war4^n4itiwbiLrghtleft people <*~-*»was .w* 
not wrtode for niching ^toat f that?*tt n0t 
was giye»ca§ m doud call * and twaufingi j ioo 
of ^Ip^iem^e ? and gratinlder fd& (all * -> I 
Wce5tTt^nn^a'>to^wJiorn.theiligh^iofSr>Id 

revje^iofi^uJdJieiieaf^ ^ f 



thifiift^fflft, *i itteeri* Ifl@&£ tdSfi&f^ d 
nifl* $mc 3«^eaions- ferfonabte ttfcs* 
thsi J begintiin^oof this" TOeki*Mffhich ?■ ? 
frqBjfcHfrqdeYDCki w f uoH *medit*fc " 

tht^folemln feftriwihkih wei^reofhorcty 
to <obfenrcj1>*fKfc wh&l&f^oW intend 
tio&jrill not fce^aafv^e&byifc biW-- 
^iflenablkig. .ourfel^q* together^ wlsbp ** 
out makings ib mo religious aHd n*ti-> ' * 
onakrtemarfcfc fuitabfe to th&otedfiofc? lij: 
— Doubdeis, there is noxuxtUm ,w&il*Q ! '« ? 
$vetv J*ad~fo dffliany, e*tiaorfdi&r^nttaM'*>' 
fons^nd fupeiiuatufal BfKitiTeJ tooba- jo:> 
come i thankful *and vk tubus* ^as - th$ ?- -"• * g 
JcwaiJhad^-Hwhich, befides -the daily ™ 
bleffingsof God's providence w them* ■-> ^ 
fcas «ot^ received fufficient.vblcflingii 



Tfecte has bees* WW, lttty"«& . 

w*«n th^y have beta' delivered ft** 

lfeifle'<fcr?6Voito : ca1amity,Wh><ri ? the 

toga bf peftilettee' '6r ftrtnirtt,*iftoto 

the ed|e'and fuiy otf'tfie* Jforord,^ 

•ftom the' fate- arkT ft» «W 'ftirigd&itt 

wtihd tftefli j^~tfccy w»y<;h4to*wfh 

j*efer'iwd->by providentlai'dtfcwerkB 

of-'pi«lsj'»nd design* *£tai«ift the afwfl* 

tteiftg ">of-*h«te'fttttSi <*ri by ctiwiil. 

*fsra» aadlTfcvt>lotcp»W|i[F«heitt Gnkktr 

.-fpfceiio btgiwrHig to i^f«fc.*^by> Ifbcfoe- - 

•figtoai liiferpofrtioa ofttiodVproili; 

odertoesr+hef 4»ey have'Jrefeuednithetr 



other comforts failed them. — If teher 
WPWte .*&& *e*fefli t«,be ^japjcful 
.to#«4if9n»Jif9R? Qf^he&.fpej.?** 

smm^ijnc^fiffhji ., t^jf .^f^ufs^Tr 

-W<b#k. 4*, ^ t^^ftS j9$ff >ichaM»^ 
xejg^jthe^jalk^nfoiayclvjhat ««r 
Jtfft^fy, for^ifilaiftJlHin^sed ywrft,,i»s 
rfes«cej been ,«>y thing bWiSht Wif&p 
aefisw deliircff«ifl«^.i^i^cQod/Vjbtef- 
-fl8gs>-H-4ftdtirf«rfe iniftfc oompiicfttetLa 
. icteiaj fuch** j¥«refcar«die¥6r y£mm&- 
lia^cdt to -fl«yr; people bdktea^ ewrept 
r^choi Jw»&*-7t4&ftd <\fhkifv&LT&&Q rtttfWJ, 
•ticmgli/iuaferiwr io:j:tbqr&uptnd(9«H 
liBttonteLfofeithcixn ^ro«ki»gi'»— jwtiafeo 



9 38 &EXLlW<D)mKX& 
ibe^F effq&s? aod clvrlinfioice betwtMfl- 
lcnce and power which muft baw 
fought them for up, . ()J .,,. , f/r 
j H*re;th*n let KWift&p telgak^s^ 

io^^aAlrthijsiiaa^h^^pto *NM^6af, 
^dh&tffor iiw0r(ihy^wiftdba^ live&jpf 
^hat'5wbay«irtceivted.-7.i?b/,- v* 7 f" 

ihte^/^fe'tWpp^ iA^oto^lkws'tMd 
-KiBgicS5P L f*'floiiriflilng -'iff oufimHite, 

fcn^idfi^c-^^woaia tocicltidej 'that 

iiurt^fals fed-kept p^e^ith jrhdTe 
o bkffings^ rand k would fe»peft tihJMyras 
-»dowtln*nilfesn<rfb ftxtobifcflnbyiiGtod 



-OKftird ^ttbflcclfi^DiisiE pe&pfe mipda 

Wirdh.iturr! cbiriw Twoq fans soral 

Would to G'^/ Mt¥ lt to^' 

<ffedrafft£e ^qt^Bgibn^r>^a»HiittipeP&d. 

ply the reality ? ofit>fom^Mri^fe^^«d 
jinHftiypjobably n »' /*h?, ^gffieaftft /and 

K ifomtTY& toll |nliMn(i0Vi^>lu^);kii0»-' 

vdfnGiiartes SherS*i)ftdirfi^b)ftkccJn 
7 AJ£ot>> attfioi itetiw bas aJ^aSbifemp- 
i)1b(bed: the .iguf-wftttajftf efritgkufyjrf 

?modefty y )Qad bfjiobebnsi^efSi^dfo 
batotircinfteadoofrajtjj meaHmadwofiue- 



i$p 'SKKMKSWXXSK. 

o£!<ki-^and- 'have thrown it afide Wi 

•ufidqfcmdttiribrance; 1 ' : - ' 31Jt 

•But 'ihri Rcentibirfneis, " he'll ' fev> 

inky ti^chlefty owing tb a long courfe 

ctf *prc>if^>cri tyV VWcHwapt to corrupt 

jBe^STfrfridk.— God has unce tried yoa 

With &Mi$iansV— you Rave had lately 

a blddBy and expenfive war; — God has 

feAt^ Wtor^ovtfr, a ^eftilerice amonglflj: 

yOtsPc&tl^ Which has ckit b1ft!he ftock 

fpbfaftKe &&1 an&left'no her<J in the 

fijai^i^Mes,— you fcave >ft felt 

tm flrt^Mtf' Hiocks ii^dur metropb • 

lis i6f 4 J 4il6flr ] terrifying riaiure;— — 

WWek/^ISod's p>r6victen<:e 4 ftad not 

checked and reftrained wittiin forrie 

to4ted^S^h*>H*t£ c^^Vrfr8Vn u j^iif 

7 



gigs .n^ft hf»w ^aw*k«rteAnthe- poiio 
fcicnces of the moft : wtM&Wngtpl^ 




to have learnecL rkhteoufrefc. — I 

Jqirno *si iqR *i. : <<- : a • • ^ t- ' w 

own, this is the_9«UFal egedLf— and, 

Tj{)V ■.-,;!* ^'.if'Ul cf-» '/-'C:-' ' ' ' n * ' ,7 * 

one fhould hope^ fhould f %J ways be 
the improvement from fy^fr ^al^jm ? 
ties i—-for'we r pften find, tb#,t nup^ 
bgof ^le, who, jft J^yfeft % 

reinepiber hirp in the d^^fjrop^ 

orikiiy,— we fee no fafk^flfpft §pqX[ 

tio^ ; ^ |^99ff%f0bM^^ an^^i^bki^^vs^. *pb^«^ 
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nas occauoned, — how many converts 
'%«% nfflade e?flrer> tfr'ftftiilrti oF?rup 
ga!Hy?— The pfeftilerice amohgft ott 
cattle, "though it has diftreffed, and 
utterly undone, fo many thoufanas* 
yet what! one vifible alteration Has at 

tnadein thb cburfe of oiixr lives r. 

. , • t\ i«'.-r« • ■ - : . ■- •; ; : *- ■'■■■■ ! ' ; * -~ : *&' 
And though, Qne would imagine, 

that the neceflary drains of taxes ibr 

the one, and the lofs of rent and pro- 

■■-. : -. .'•. ...«. t .'. ;- ■•..■■•:■•:■*:»• * . ■•* 10 
perty From the other,— fhould, in foira 

mfca'lure, have withdrawn the means 

of gratifying our pafiions as we h^ve 

done •, — yet what appearance \s thece 

amohgft us that it is fb;— what one 



faflirbnable folly or extravagance ha£ 

been checked ? — Are not the fame 

. ■■■ . ■ •••■•-. ■.• ■■, r..t; : ' -::•■-••■ .i* 1 
expences of equipage, and furniture. 

and dlrefsi-— the fame orfrer qf diyer- 
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fiflns, peipctually rcturqy^ apd as 
great luxury and epicuqftn of enter- 
tainments* as in the mod: profperous 
Condition ? — So that/ though the 
head is fick, and the whole heart is 
faint, we 4II affeft to look well in the 
face, either as if nothing had happen- 
ed, or we were afharped to acknow- 
ledge the force and natural effects 
o£the chaltifements of God.— And if, 
from the effe&s which war and pefii- 
ience have had, — we may form * 
judgment of the moral effe&s which 
this laft terror is likely to produce,— 
•it is to be feared, however we might be 
ffartled at firft, — that the impreflions 
will fcarcc laft longer than the inftan- 
taneous (hock which occafioned them: 
—Arid f make no doubt, — fliould a 
Vol. VI. O 



Iff SfflVBl NftOlf A X3JK* 
man hare courage to decide his $pfe 
niqny— * That he l^clievcd .it *w*s £& 
ipdicatioa of God's a#g?r ^poa a pote 
rqpt generatian/%^tft**i« would ik^fr 
great odds but he would be pjf iecji &k 
Jifcs ^caknefsy or opQfltly iapghediiafc 
for his iuperftition*— Or if,, after fucht 
a declaration,— he was thought worth 
fcttips right in his miflakes,--he would 
be informed, — that religion had no- 

thing to do in explications of this ; 

oTrjr'' rsi -.■'/•? .;;*■* ••■ >.g v. in;-. ?.ff{ 

kind ;— that all fuch violent vibrations 

n .-j/,o»": *:>n rvr--- < ; J • ,h....-? :)il3 
of the earth v^ere owing to fubterra.- 

neous caverns falling down of them- 

fejlves, or being bloyp up by nitrous* 

and fulphureoys vapours rarified bv 

heat ;— ^nd that it was idle to bring 

in t^9 $eity to untie the Jspot, whea 

it can be rtfolved eafily into natural 



tS^e&^VitoirtW 
Afe if natfcratcatifes wale? atty $ing 
<elfe In the hands bf Gdd,^bt#$&V 
fefufricnts whiclthe can turn -K* work 
the |mrpofei bfchjs will* ertift* to re^ 
Ward 6* p6m!bj as ieetris dStfiog td 
ifi* infinite, toifitem. "'li^ii»> /• - ^' 

Thus- no man repenteth' him of 
lis wickednefs, faying,— What have 
I done ? — but every one turneth to 
his courfe, as a horfe rufheth into 
the battle. — To conclude, however 
we may under -rate it now, — it is a 
maxim of eternal truth, — -which both 
reafonings and all accounts from hif- 
t&ry confirm,- — that the wickearieif 
aftd corruption of a people wfilTdoner 
w'latef Srifs brfeg v b& 7 Aptf 



tion not only carries the feeds ^fttJP^' 
ftruAioa within, - from the! oaftpal 
workings, ^gd caurfeiof Aiu^-itfeut|tf 
it Jay* itfelf open tatbfiiwi^cjfQ^g 
and injury vo£ acci4eJrt* frot&rfrit&tfi 
out 5^-awd \ 1 do vemuis i to /fty&7nv< 
there newer was a nation Or. pepjrf(§ : 
fykninfto troubles or, rfec^y^-f-iJbjtjf^ 
one might jMftly leaye^ofa^RS ;fOn> 
maak tqx>ri tfeerft which r*he fac*e& ; 
hiftorlanf' makes in the\tej$tfp9a fib© 
irfisfofrtmids; 6f the >Ifrtelkc3,-~fo* fe; 
it was, — that they had finned agaiftffc; 
the Lord thek God. , y 

, Let us, therefore, conftantly bear 
in mind that conclufiori 1 of the 



language^; : . ^, v .„ ,,...♦ 

J« But the Lord, who brought 70a 
up«bt-0fc the land of Egypt* with* 
gr^t ^(>#cr ^ftd a ftretch'Aiodt arm, 
hi&i Q\<&1 yt fear, and him ihall ye , 
wurfhrp^and to him ihall ye do ia* 
crt&t:— And the ftatutcs, and the 
ofdfrrancfes; arid the commandments' 
iwfwrote for )*ro^ ye (hall obferve to- 
do for evermore. — The Lo*d yow 
06d ye Ihatt fear,~and he (ball &**'. 
li?fef you out of the hand of all your- 



cftemie** 



Now to God the Father, &c. 
FINIS. 
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